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NoES.
Hon. J. W. Eirwan
Hon. F. Davis
(Teiler).

Hon. J. Cornell
Hon. J. E. Dodd
Hon. J. M. Drew

Amendment thus passed.

Amendment (that tbe words proposed
to be inserted be so inserted) put and a
division taken, with the following re-
sl :—

Ayes .. .. .o 16
Noes .. . .. B
Majority for .1
AYES.
Hon. F. Connor "Hon. E. McLarty
Hon, J. F. Cullen Hon., M. L. Moss
Hon. D. G. Gawler Hon. C. A. Plesse
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. A. SBanderson
Hon. A, G. Jenkins Hon. €. Sommers
Hon., W. Kingsmill Hon. T. H. Wiidiog
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon. H. P. Colebalch
Hon. C. McKenzie (Teller).
Hor. 1. D. McKenzle
NoEa,
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. F. Davls
Hon. J. M. Drew {Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

The PRESIDENT: The question now
is, that the Address-in-reply as amended
he agreed to.

On motion by Hon. F. Connor, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.28 p.m,

PALHS.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh
Hon. B. C. O’Brien

Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hon. W. Patrick
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Papers
re¢ petition of Jobn Maher for compen-
sation {order on motion by Mr. Dwyer).
2, Amendment of by-laws {schedule 1} of
the Goldfields Water Supply Administra-
tion.

QUESTION — INSANE PATIENTS,
APPLICATIONS FOR RELEASE,
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Hon-

orary Minister: 1, Has a petition been
received from a nusber of patients at the
hospital for the insane, Claremont, asking
that any immate who considers limseif
(or herself) unlawfully detained in the
institution should be enabled on applies-
tion to have lis (or her) ease publicly
investigated by a judge of the Supreme
Court, provided the applicant shows
cause to the satisfaction of the judge that
such investigation should he held? 2, 1s
it true that patients in similar tnstitutions
in the State of Victoria have tle privilege
mentioned? 3, In view of the immense
impartanee of this privilege o the un-
fortunnte persons eoncerned, is it the in-
tention of the Government to grant the
renquest of the petitioners?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) replied: 1, A petition
has been signed by three or four
patients on this matter, and several
patients have written to the judges
of the Supreme Court asking for release.
The letters have been sent on in each case,
and the judges, after making full inquiry,
considered it uunecessary to go any fur-
ther in the matier. No attempt has been
made by the Lunacy authorities to prevent
any case heing fully investigated by the
judges. 2, Yes. 3, Provision already
exists nnder Seciion 107 of The Lunaey
Aect. 1903
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ADDRESSIN-REPLY. stitutional  authority  that  members on
Seventh Day. lh'e O]J.IJOS'HE t:.-lt.]e cover }he_mselves
Debate resumed from ihe 11th July, with.ina - feigned patrietie  ap-
. o ; - peal  to  the people of \Western
Mr. TURVEY (8wan): Sinee the ad- Australia. And when that cloak is re-

vent of the Labour Government some re-
forms have heen effected in this Chamber
which I venture to say meel with the ap-
jiroval, not only of lion. members on this
side of the House, and alse many mem-
bers sitting on the Opposilion benches,
hut with the approval of the people of
Weslern Australia, who are advaneing
with modern times. Thouglh reforms
have beeit effected, and 1 congratulate

vou, Mr. Speaker, on yeur efforts
in this particalar  dirvection, 1 be-
lieve that further rveforms still can be

offecled, and theve is one that 1 person-
ally, as one who is certainly young in
politieal life, would like to see effected,
nnd  that is the emtailment of the
speeches on the Addressan-veply. It may
he said, perhaps. that T am somewhat in-
consistent in advoeating the ecurlailment
of these speeches, and at the same time
rising to speak in connection therewith,
but 1 wonld point out that while the ens-
tom prevails 1 have just as mueh right to
avail myself of the opporlunity as any
member.  Further, T believe there are
many members sitting ou the Opposition
henches whe still intend 1o speak on the
Address-in-reply; therefore, it is mneces-
sary for immembers on this side of the
House also to vise and take up the cud-
eels on hehalf of the Government. T
desire to econgratulate the leader of (he
Opposition  on the eommun sense he
showed in withdrawing the second amend-
ment to the Addvess-in-reply after he had
seen the hopeless bungle into whieh he
had led his party, Buf it certainly seems
to me thai tlhere is a concerted plan of
aelion here il elsewhere in connection
with the amendments moved io the Ad-
dress-in-reply; certainly a most puerile
and  Tutile attack, but nevertheless it
seems as though it was a premeditated
plan of aetion. not te defeat the Govern-
ment hat rertainly to harass them in
every possihle manner. Therefore, it is
necessary ihat members on this side of
the House shonld take the fullest oppor-
tunity in tearing aside the cloak of con-

moved what have we? Nothing but cand,
humbug, and insincerity.  Elsewhere the
upening of the session was signalised by
aerimonious hostility to the Labour party,
ne doubt a further part of a pian of
action  oullined to them by their Lord
High Commissioner, Sir John Forrest.
If so early in the session we find such
partisanship and suech hostility displayved
towards the democratic measures ouilined
in his Excellency’s Speech, we can realise
what hope the Government have during
the coming session of having placed oh
the stalute-hook of Western Australia the
demueratice measures  wlieh they have
been authorised to place there by the
neojle of this State. Is it any wonder
that we find, under such eirenmstances,
the people of Western Australin inrning
to seek justice from the Federal Legisla-
ture, when they find that theiv efforts in
this Stafe are thwarted by the Torv ele-
menl that is dominating elsewhere, and
i= also represented fo a rconsiderable de-
gree hy mome members sitting opposite?
[n Faet. it has been said that the recent
Upper House elections gave the laiest
mandate from the people of this State.
Well, it was the latest mandale eertainly;

a mandate from the Liberal T.eague,
and jt has heen used by others,
but T c¢an  anly say that {he
brazen effrontery of individuals whe

wonld make such a statement is exceeded
only by their asinine stupidity and their
emulation of Ananins. The member for
Beverley, in the course of his remarks.
waxed warm at ihe very fact that the
workers in the rural indusiries had de-
cided to organise and form a union. He
fell into the trap inte whieh T think many
of the farmers of Western Anstralin also
have fallen. He evidently nssumed that
the log prepared hy the rural workers'
union was already an award of the court.
T maintain that the workers in any hraveh
of induslry have a rvight fo prepare a log
and cite a case before the Arvbitration
Conrt, and then to prodnce evidence tn
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show that our demands are just and
reascnable,  The farmers and producers
have just ihe same opportunity to bring
evidence to prove that the demands are
exorbitant and nnreasonable, and the Su-
preme Court judge has to decide. Surely
that is only just, and yet we find some
producers saying that the workers in that
particular branch of industry have no
right to organise. If I remember rightly,
the member for DBeverley was recently
taking a very active part in the formation
of 5 union in the Beverley district, and I
believe he had associated with him in his
attempt to form that association or union,
a preminent official of the Liberal League,
and T may say he was an individual whose
signatnre appeared at the end of many
cheques circulated in my eleetorate during
the eampaign which I fought. T repeat
that there can be no sound argument
advanced as to why the workers in the
rural industries should not organise and
form a union. I was pleased to note in
His Excellency’s Speech that it is the in-
tention of the Government to establish
State open markets in the metropolitan
area. So far as hortienltural produects
are concerned, the establishement of open
markets is urgently required, and 1 desire
to impress upon the Minister for Agricul-
ture, who, I believe, will have charge of
that branch. the necessity of considering
the desirabilitv, when he is selecting a
site, of securing one that will give ample
accommodation, and salso make ampie
provision for eold storage and for a rail-
wayv siding into the market so that it
would facilitate the handling of the pro-
duce or fruit and also lessen the handling
generally to a considerable degree. So
far as fruit is concerned I know that
these are absolufe essentials in connee-
tion with any open market, and further T

believe when in  operation, and
the sooner the better, the State
open  markets will mean  better

conditions for the fruit-growers to place
their produce on that market, and thus
the prodancer, the consumer and the mer-

chants interested in the trade will bene-

fit in connection with the export
of fruit. I trust that the Govern-
meni will, untii a State export
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department is  established, Lkeep a
a watehful eye over the export of fruit
from this State, so that the high reputa-
tion that Western Australian fruit has
already obfained in the London and Con-
tinental markets may be maintained, I
may be met with the reply that private
enterprise hag been able to de this. I
agree that that is so, but the methods
which have sufficed in the past will not
be adequate when we consider the expan-
sion of the hortieultural industry which is
taking place. We must remember also
that a very small quantity of fruit has
been exported in past years compared
with what ig likely to take place in the
near future, especially when we take into
consideration the rapid inerease that is
taking place in the indusiry, and T ven-
ture to say that Western Australia will
before long outstrip all other States of
the Commonwealth in horticnlture. We
have iIn various parts of this State
some of the finest horticultvral land to
be fonnd in Australasia, and I might
perbaps say, in any part of the world.
We are endowed by nature with a
perfect eclimate for hortienlture, and
in proportion to its population, Western
Australia stands seeond in importance
amongst Australian  States in fruit
production, being excelled in this respect
by Tasmania only, and there is every indi-
eation that in a very short time we shall
hold pride of place. I would urge the
Government to give earnest altention to
this fast-expanding industry, and particu-
lavly is assistanee vequired of the Gov-
ernment in fruit-growing centres in pro-
viding better voads for the orchardists.
Hon. members will understand that the
raads which might he considered passahly
zood in an agrieultural district are of
little or no use in a fruit-growing centre,
becanse where you might cart wheat and
chafi and other produects of the farm over
the road without injury to those products,
it is qnite impossible to eart products of
the orchard over similar roads where there
may be considerable jolting. This would
even render it impossihle to bring the
fruit to the loeal market in a good condi-
tion, let alene take it to the railway for
fransit to the London and Continental
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markets. In conjunetion with the export
trade it might interest members of the
House to know that during the year just
ended 1,279 cases of fruit were shipped
from this Staie to Batavia, 1,000 cases of
which were grapes; and to Bombay and
Colombo there were sent 3,474 cases,
mostly grapes, while to Singapore and
Sourabaya, 1,887 e¢nses, again chiefly
grapes, were senf. To London during the
past twelve months the State exported no
fewer than 43,614 eases, and to Hamburg
14,951 cases. The bulk of the fruit sent
fo the latter places consisted of apples.
Altogether no fewer than 65,205 eases of
fruit were exported during the twelve
months jnst ended. Not many years ago
little or mo attention was paid to horti-
culture in Western Australia, and I am
of opinion that at no distant date this
State will lead all the other States in this
branch of rural indusiry as surely as she
will lead them in that greafer branch—
agriculture. 1 have previously drawn the
attention of members of the House to the
suitability of some of our local timbers
for the mannfacture of fruit cases, and
in my advoeacy of the use of the timbers
in this direction 1 have met with consider-
able opposition, and opposition also from
frnit-growers, but I would ask the Gov-
ernment to give the matter a fair trial
under proper conditions, and if that be
done T have not the slightest doubt that
our local timbers will be largely used in
the manufacture of fruit cases, and fur-
ther 1 believe that these cases manufae-
tured with our local timbers ean be sup-
plied to the growers at about half the
cost that cases ave obtained for at the
present (ime. T was pleased vecently to
note that the suitability of the local tim-
bers was endersed by Sir Newton Moorve,
who referred fo the matfer in his report
to the Government in eonnection with
fruit exported to England, Sir Newton
Moore staled that the fruit earried hetter
in those cases, and further that the Lon-
don and Continental buyers favoured
them., Tt is not improbable that the jar-

ral used in these cases has a commereial

vatlue in London and on the Continent,
probably as jarrah is rare in those places,
and that it has some value as a veneering
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wood in small cabinet work, but be this
as it may the fact remains the use of
local timbers in the manufacture of fruit
cases is gaining ground considerably. One
of our loeal orechardists, who is also one
of the most praetical men in Western Aus-
tralia, recently assured me that he used
no other than cases made of the local
timbers provided he could get a sufficient
supply, Before concluding my remarks
in conneection with the frnit industry, I
would like to express the hope that every
encouragement will be given towards as-
sisting in the establishment of small fae-
tories for canning, preserving, and dry-
ing fruits. During the past twelve months
we imported into this State no less than
about £180,000 worth of fruits, jams, and
jellies, and I hope the time is not far dis-
tant when the State instead of being an
importer in this direction, will be an ex-
porter. I desire to commend the work
that is being done by our fruit commis-
stoner, Mr. Moody, and his staff, and I
trust that the Government will take the
earliest opportunity of establishing in eon-
nection with one or more of omr State
farms, experimental orchards for the
benefit of the fruit growers, and also de-
vote their attention towards encouraging
the establishment of nurseries, becaunse at
the present time most of the frult trees
planted in Weslern Australia are imported
from the Eastern States. I believe if the
Government gave attention to this matter
they could assist eonsiderably. 1 desire
to congratulaie the Government on their
decision to ereate a water supply depart-
ment.  This must eventnally mean
considerable saving in the cost of admini-
stration, and further it must mean a more
efficient department. Reference is made
in His Excellency’s Speech to the wratched
water supply in the meifropolitan avea. T
helieve the Government will take aetion.
T know that they have already moved in
the direction of making provision for a
better supply for the metropolis. When
this scheme is being considered, however.
T would impress upon the Government the
importance of hesitating before attempt-
ing to draw the metropolitan supply from
the present Mundaring reservoir. I do not

doubt for one moment that at the present
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time there is an ample supply of water
there to provide, not only the agricultural
areas and goldfields, but also to give the
metvopolitan area a sufficient supply of
pure water, but I believe that a still better
supply ean be obtained in the Canning
Hills distriet. There is already a small
reservoir established there, and iny reason
for advocating this is that I believe it
would be absurd for the Government {o,
shall I say, put all their eggs in one bas-
leet, that is, if’ they depend upon this one
source of supply for the goldfields, the
farmers, and the city, they should remem-
ber that bigger dams than that at Mun-
daring have given way before to-day, and
one can imagine what a fearful position
this State of ours wounld be placed in, if,
afier the metropolitan area had been eon-
nected with the Mundaring reservoir, any
disaster hefell that particular reservoir,
and left the farmers and the goldfields,
who were dependent upon it without
water., By the building of ancther weir
at the suggested site at Canning, there
would be provided not only a much greater
storage of water than we have at the pre-
sent time in the Mundaring eatchment
avea, but it would also aet for a time as a
safeguard. T believe that if a reservoir
were built at Canning, by linking it with
a line of pipes to the Mundaring reser-
voir, with only one additional punmping
station it would be possible to connect the
Canning reservoir with the No. 1 pumping
station at Mundaring, and if at any time
any disaster by the breakage of valves or
a breakage in the wall took place at Mun-
daring, in a very short time the water
could be pumped from the Canning
reservoir  infe the dam at  the
No. 1 pumping station. If any-
thing should befall the Canning res-
ervoir when the metropolitan area was
dependent upon it for a water supply,
then water could be obtained from Mun-
daring. This is a feature T hope the Gov-
ernment will take into consideration when
they are considering the establishment of
a reservoir fo supply Perth. Incidentally
in speaking of water sapply, I would like
to remind the Minister for Works, who
has charge of this Department, that the
settlers in the hills distriets, Parkerville,
Smith’s Mill, Swan View, and Darlington,
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places in close proximity to the reservoir
and the 30-inch main, though they have
been asking for a water supply for years
have been denied it, and I would remind
the Minister that these people went
through very trying times indeed during
the past sumnier, and may I express the
hope that before next summer sets in
these people will be given that water
supply for which they have been so long
clarnouring.  Whilst on the snbject of
water supply I wouid like to nrge on the
Minister for Works the necessity for the
abolition of that grossly unfair and in-
iquitous charge for meter rent. I believe
meter rent is abolished in the metropolitan
arei, but not thronghout the State, but the
time has arrived when this shonld be done,
and I believe the Minister is sympathetic
in this connection. But I think it is simply
a cnse of the Minister looking on the Gold-
ficlds Water Supply—and rightly so—as
a commercial concern, and he, at the pre-
senk time, probably eannot see his way to
allow this commereial eoncern to suffer
this loss of revenue, still I believe that hy
the addition of, say, one penny, or even
less than that, per thousand gallons, the
Minister would be more than ecompensated
by the abolition of meter rents. Just one
other word in conneection with water sup-
ply to which I would like fo refer, and
that is, to the wages staff in the Gold-
fields Water Supply Adminisfration, I
am aware that for some considerable time
there has been discontent among the
wages staff of this department. YWhilst
in almost every other department the
workers have been given an advance in
wages o meet the inereased ecost of
living, I know that there are men in that
particalar department who have not re-
ceived an inerease in wages for the past
eight, ten, or {welve years, and I hope
the Minister will bear this in mind, and
at the earliest opportunily give these men
the inerease to which they are entitled.
I do not wish to go over any of the mat-
ters that have already occupied the atten-
tion of members of this House, but I
cannot allow this opportunity to pass
without briefly referring to the action of
the Government in connection with the
putchase of steamers, and I venture to
say undoubtedly the people of Western
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Australia heartily endorse the Govern-
ment’s action in thig direction. I believe
the result will mean that in the
future the price of meat will be kept at
a reasonable and fair price. I do not
intend to go into the details in connection
with this, or elaborating in any degree,
because this matter has heen placed be-
fore members in a clear and concise man-
ner by the member for Bunbury., What-
ever rthe resuit may be—and personally 1
hold no doubt on this score—the present
Government are not merely promising,
they do noble deeds, not dream them all
day long, like the leader of the Opposi-
tion and his collaborator, the member for
Northam, who admitted to the House that
the rvesult of his untiring efforts for a
namber of months, shall I say years, the
net result of his untiring efforts was a
letter to the under secretary which be
read to this Chamber, showing that he
therein hinted at some arrangements about
a steamer. Truly the mountain had lab-
oured and brought forth a mouse. That
was the nef result of the hon. member’s
efforts for a considerable number of
years. The Government have only been
in office for a short time and the steamers
arg here. It is not merely promises. The
Government have certainly made promises
and intend to fulfil thera, and are fulfilling
them already. I would advise members
on the opposite side to remove from their
eyes the scales of jealousy, and help to
speed on, shall T say, the chariot of pro-
gress and prosperity, and not to sit still
and sing, “We will all hang on lhehind,”
for so surely as they do they will get that
dust in the eyes which was predicted by
the member for Pilbara. It is no use
decrying the aetion of the Government in
this respect like members opposile, who
should wake up from their state of leth-
argy. Let them shake off the shackles of
envy and drop once for all their ery of
stinking fish. The smallest actual good
is much greater thau the most magnificent
promises. The Government, as I told
members, have made promises, but have
fulfilled those promises and done some
good. I eome now to another proposal
of the Government, another of the State
trading concerns that is looming on the
horizon, and that is the establishment of
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State brickkworks, and in this connection
one can fully appreciate the position in
which the Government find themselves in
connection with the Workers' Homes
scheme, Most merbers I think are aware
of the price of brieks in the markei to-
day and I have not the slighiest douht
that members have interested themselves
to sueh an extent by ascertaining what
has been done in {he Eastern Siates in
this direction. I behieve even the member
for Northam expressed the opinion that
this venture would prove a suceess. I do
not know whether members in this House
have any knowledge of the site of the’
proposed works, but as one who has been
over this partienlar site

Mr. George : It is in the wrong place,
anyhow,

Mr. TURVEY : Perhaps it is not in
the hon. member’s electorate.

Mr. George : That is exactly what I
meant. It is four or five miles away.

Mr. TOURVEY: I believe that in the
proposed site we have one of the finest
deposits of shale to be obtained in any
part of Australia. Already it has been
tested to a considerable extent, and the
deeper the tests have gone the quality
of the shale has improved. Sample bricks
have been made with very satisfactory
resnlts, Qf conrse, the scheme meets with
considerable opposition from members
opposite because it is a State concern,
but let me say the State brick works of
New South Wales have already proved a
huge snceess. They have shown a profit
of 80 per cent. I know there are some
who will say they should not show that
profit, but it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to extend fhese works, and the
profits that they have been making in the
past will be nifilised in this direction.
Already they are turning out over 500,000
bricks per week, and it has been proved
conclusively that they are saving over
£1 per thousand, and it is admitted that
when the extension I have referred to
takes plaee they will then be able to turn
out a milion bricks per week, and saving
£]1 per thousand on that will show a clear
profit for the bricks nsed in the public
buildings throunghont New South Wates of
no less a sum than £1,000 per week. Tt
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will show a saving of that to the State
of New South Wales, and when that is
the case we ean fully nnderstand what a
saving it will mean to Western Austraolia,
and particularly as it is the intention of
the Governmenf to proceed with their
schenie for the dStablishment of Workers’
Homes. I come now to the important
subject of edueation. I desire to offer
a few brief remarks in connection with
this subjeet, retaining much for some op-
porlune time. Considerable attention, we
are told in His Excellency’s Speech, has
been given to the important subject of edu-
cation. I venture to say that muoch more
remains to be done. I do not want to dis-
parage for a moment the good work that
the Minister for Education has already
done, but I do wish to say that I believe
the salaries of Dboth teachers and in-
spectors in our Education Department are
altogether incommensnrate with the im-
portant work entrusted to their care, and
I hope the Minister for Education will
tackle seripusly the problem of agrieul-
tural edunention, and that every assist-
ance will be given to encourage its ex-
tension in our schools and also by the
establishment of agrienitural high sehools
at our State farms. The establishment
of these schools at the State farms will
be materially assisted by the Wheat Belt
Commissioner.  That gentleman is an
enthusiast in connection with experimen-
tal work in agrieulture, and I believe that
his serviees in the agtieultural high
schools to  be esfablished at the
State farms will be of material benefit
to the State. The lduecation Department
of Western Australia may well feel proud
of one part of its system. I refer now
to the school saving banks that are
known - as the penny savings banks.
These institutions have been established
in connection with all schools in order
to encourage thrift amongst the children.
Already 12,000 children in Western
Australia are receiving, very early in
life, every encouragemeni to be thrifty
and not to be spendthrifts. The amount
now owned by the scholars through saving
their pennies is no less a sum than £10,000
which stands to the credit of the school
children of Western Aunstralia. The De-
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partment may well feel proud of what
has been done in this direction. Now, I
believe that every hon. member will be
glad when the day comes that we find
our primary schoels linked up, not only
with the secondary schools, but with the
university. I believe that all of us will
be pleased to expediie in eévery possible
manner the time when we shall have free
State primary education, free State secon-
dary education, and a free Sraie univer-
sity. In eonmection with the secondary
schools, reference has been made in this
House to one secondary school in the
State, the High School. Personally, I
have no fanlt to find with the High
School or with its methods, but I ecan
see no earthly reason why that institution
shonld he considered as a separate school,
if, as we are told, it is a private instifu-
tion. If such be the case, then I say by
all means let us have it as a State secon-
dary school. It is subsidised by the Gov-
ernment, I understand, to the extent of
£1,000 per annum, and, if it cannot be
taken over by the Stale and made a
State seeondary school, then I cun
see no reason why other secondary schools
in Western Australia shonld not also par-
ticipate in the State aid, and receive
£1,000 per annum each. Reference has
been made in the Speech to certain rail-
way proposals, but T regret to note that
one important line, one which the Railway
Advisory Board some time ago furnished
a most favourable report, is evidently—
shall T say, inadvertently—omitted from
the list, I refer to the Armadale-Brook-
ton line. A most favourable report, in-
deed, was furnished by the board on that
partienlar proposal, and T express the
hope that, in His Excellency’s next Speech,
we will see on the top of the list that most
worthy project.

The Premier: The route of the Trans-
confinental railway will have to be fixed
before we can decide that.

Mr. TURVEY: 1 take it, then, the
people may realise that if is not alto-
gether improbable that the Transcontin-
ental railway will traverse that route. We
are informed in the Speech that legisla-
tion will be introduced for the ameliora-
tion of our social conditions, and I would
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apueal to hon. members sitting opposite
to give all the assistance they possibly
can {o the Government in this direction.
They owe a duty to the community to
assist the Government in framing laws
that are in conformity with the age in
which they live, Many of onr industrial
laws are obsolete; certainly they ave not
advancing with the limes. There is a
universal ehange in society. Mental habits
are being acquired by the people, and the
education of the masses has caused them
to think for themselves, The workers
throughout the world ave breaking the
fetters that have kept them in bondage
for so long, and to-day they are asking
for what is their own. Other who are
the drones and parasites will be relegated
to receive their due also. In the past,
those who produced the least received the
most, and those who produced the most
received the least. They have been foreed
to work under bad conditions of employ-
ment, to be poorly honsed and poorly fed,
and wherever we find those eonditions we
find poverty. Wherever poverfy exists,
disease, vice, and crime generally are
rampant. The workers of the world to-
day are asking for their own. Now, in
eoneclusion, I would nsk those hon. mem-
bers opposite who, perhaps, cannot see
eye to eye with the whole policy of the
Government that, when these democratie
measures are placed before the House for
the amelioration of the soccial conditions
of this State, they will do their best lo
see that justice is done to that particular
section of the community.

Mr., MULLANY (Menzies): In rising
e speak on the Addresz-in-reply, I desire,
at the outset. to endorse the remarks of
the member for Swan in complimenting
you, Mr. Speaker, on the reforms you have
instituted in the wmede of procednre
in this House; more particularly do 1
endorse the remarks of that hon. member
in recard to the necessity for some cur-
tailment of the length of this Address-in-
reply. T, like the member for Swan, awm
new to political life, and the only reason
I ean see to justify this practice is that
merabers are treated in the same manner
as a horse that has been out of harness
and comes back to work in good spirits.
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It is desirable to put the animal on the
open road so that, if it does kick over
the traces, it cannot do much harm. It
may be that members returning after re-
cess feel an excess of animal spirits, and
perhaps it is as well to allow them to have
the open road, so that t¥ey can kick up
a bit, as thev appear to do in this Address-
in-reply debate. Still, I tuink it would
be well if the length of the Address-in-
reply could be reduced somewhat, and
thus save some of the time which seems
to me to be wasted under the present
system. I also desire to congratulate the
members of the Ministry upon the manner
in whieh each and every one of them have
adapted themselyes to their work and
obtained a thorongh grasp of the different
departments under their administration.
The replies by the Ministers who have
so far spoken to the wno-confidence
motien moved by the leader of the Oppo-
sition show that fhey have, in the short
time they have been in office, obtained a
good grip of the administration of their
departments. ¥ also cannot help feeling
a certain amount of sympathy for some
hon. members on the Opposition side on
account of the position in whieh they
nave been placed by their leader. As
hon. members are aware, during recess
that hon, gentleman has been going about
the State and addressing great Liberal
ralies—sometimes I believe he has ad-
dressed an audience to the number of 13
—pointing out the sins of the Scaddan
Ministry, how their administration of ihe
Lands Department was causing ruin te
the State, and how their lack of financial
knowledge was also going to place the
State ship in troubled walers. Further,
he was alse charging the Labour party
with having failed to fulfil the promises
made daring the elections in October that
they were going to do something, if pos-
sible, tn reduce the cost of living, and
more particularly the price of meat. But
immediately it is anncunced by the Min-
istry that they have taken one step, and
a most deeisive step, in the purchase of
steamers to put on the worth-west trade,
we find the leader of the Opposition
maoking a eomplete change of front, and
saying that the action of the Government
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is uneonstitutional. After leading his
party and a section of the public to be-
lieve that, when the House mei, he would
be able to make such charges against the
Administration at preseni in power that
the people would revolt against sueh
actions being taken, we find that when
he faced the Premier and the other Min-
isters his attack, to say the least of it,
was weak indeed. I think that any old
politicians would say that they had never
known snch a weak case made the basis
ot a no-confidence motion in the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia as the leader
of the Opposition pui up here a few
nights ago, and after the reply that has
been given by Ministers I am satisfied that
the people generally will be of the same
opinion, We find that even the offieial
organs of the Opposition are now blaming
the leader of the Opposition for having
wasted the time of this House in dis-
eussing sueh a motion which bhad no possi-
bility of suceeeding, and they have
poinied oul the weakness of the ecase
which that geutleman placed before the
House. He appears now to be in the
position of a man who arrives in town
with a great reputation as a fighter. For
some time after his arrival, he has great
diffieulty in finding anybody who will
enter mto an argument with him, and
everything he says is aecepted as right.
The leader of the Opposition has clairned
to be a great financier and a great politi-
cal tactician, and to be able to put his
finger on the finaneial pulse of the world.
He said at these great Liberal rallies,
“these men in power know nothing about
finance, and how can they be expected
te manage the affairs of State?’ And
he led the people to believe that, when he
came before the House, his charges would
be proved as correct. But when he meets
the Premier his reputation is shattered.
He is like the man with the reputation
as n fighter.  Once he finds anybody
courageous enongh to enter into an argu-
ment with him, he is worsted, and I ven-

tnre to say that the man with the
least financial kuowledge in politieal
life would now be pleased to
cross  swords with that gentleman.

Tt was almost pathetie to see the look of
disappointment on the faces of members
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on his own side when they realised that
the great charge to be hurled against the
present Administration was all over, and
was so painfully weak. In regard to the
purchase of the steamships for the North-
West for the meat trade, the leader of
the Opposition has repeatedly asked
almost every member who has spoken n
support of the purchase of these steamers
how it was going to benefit the consumer.
Now, it appears to me, once we admit the
existence of a meat ring—and I think
that there are few indeed in the State who
will deny its existence in Western Aus-
tralia--we must admit also the meat ring
does not miss any link, first the grower in
the North-West, then the shipping com-
panies aund the auctioneers, down ro the
retail butchers. Many of them are inter-
ested in the ring; not all—I quite under-
stand that. I believe I have said “anction-
eers.” Well, even if they are interested in
the ring, it would be a very small interest
indeed, and we can leave them cut. Per-
haps it would rather be rather offensive
to the member for West Perth, though I
am sure he is not eonnected with the ring.
Supposing we leave out the ancfioneers,
we have the large growers, the sleamship
companies, and the retail and wholesale
butchers interested in this ring. If we
admit this fact it does not matter to the
large butchering firms what price is paid,
or what price they appear to pay, for
the stock in the Fremantle market; because
it is merely a paper transaciion; they are
really buying from themselves. On the
other hand, if a small man, or one outside
the ring, is desivons of entering into the
butehering trade in Perth, he has to pay
that amount in cash when he goes to pur-
chase his caltle. This is where it makes
a difference. 1f we admit the existence
of a ring, while they can show on paper
that they are carrying on their retailing
butchering business at a loss, if they are
so disposed, they are at the same time only
buying their own cattle in the market at
Fremantle: and they ean show any price
at all; it is merely a paper fransaetion,
and really does not affeet them. When
thev come to retail the meat, if they follow
their books right through on this basis,
on what they pay in the Fremantle market,
they appear to be retailing at a loss. The
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outsider, Lowever, who is cutting inio
the trade, has to pay these charges, and
he is on a very different footing indeed.
That 15 one way in which it ean be shown
that il is going to benefit the consumers,
if the State steamships ave successful,
whiels I believe they will be. in allowing
the smal!l grower in the North-West, the
man 1ot conbected wifh the meat ring,
to bheve facilities fo gel his stock to the
Fremautle market. That is all that is
necessary fo bring about a econsiderable
reduction in the priee of meat to the con-
sumer in the metropolitan avea. Then
also I have heard the leader of the Op-
position say in the House, and he has been
reported on several oecasions to have said,
that stagnation exists in the Lands De-
partment, and that we ean go there and
find four or five elerks who have nothing
to do. though we find from the figures pre-
sented by the Minister for Lands that
land settlement is undoubtedly going on.
Someone in the House, I think it was the
member for Forrest, suggested that if it
was the ense, that there appeared to be
nothing going on in the Lands Depart-
ment. it showed there was better admini-
stration, and Lhat the officers were carry-
ing ont their work on hetter business
lines. That may be the ease, but another
solution of it appears to me to he this:
the Minister for Lands has shown us how
ke has endeavoured to stop these illegal
transfers of land. TUndoubtedly many of
the St. George's-terrace farmers, who have
been making a living in the past out of
Iand transactions, have found their ocen-
] ation gune, and they ave net thronging
the corridovs of the department as they
nsed tu do furmerly. nnd the clerks are
not inuning around getting information
far them instead of for {he man who is
renlly de<ivons of going on the land, and
selecting Tor himself. T was struek by one
remark made by the member for Bever-
lex (Mr. Broun) in regard to the plat-
form of the Rural Workers” Union. The
hon. member stated he was pleased that
the efforts of the organiser through his
distrier to form this union had failed, and
that there were few indeed of the agri-
cultural lnbourers who had joined the
union, Yet a moment or two afterwards
the hon. member said that the farmers
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and settlers are going to fight for their
vights, And undoubtedly they ave; I give
{hem every credit for doing so; but surely,
while ilie member for Beverley is busy in
forming an association to fight for the
rights of the class to which he helongs,
the farmers and settlers, he will not deny
to the rural or agricultural labourer the
same vight {o combine o look after his
rights as an employee? That is all the
formation of a roral workers’ union
means, and I am sure when the member
for Beverley looks at it from that light
lie will not again say that he is pleased
that these men have failed to form a
unien.  Suwrely a powerful organisation
sach as the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Asso-
ciation does not want to fight these men
disunited and have them ent up in detail.
They are not afraid of the strength of the
Rural Workers’ Union when they take
the oppertunity to combine themselves. Tt
appears to me a sorry state of affairs when
we see one of the paramount industries
of the State, the agricultural industry,
elaiming it ecannot pay anything like a
fair rate of wages, or give a fair set of
working conditions to the men employed
in it. It has been the history of organised
labour throughent the world (hat where
good wages are paid and fair conditions
exist, the labour is more productive, and
material is produced at a lesser cost than
where lower wages and bad working con-
ditions exist. If that is the case—and I
believe i is-—it is not at all te be won-
dered at, because on the very face of it,
we must recoguise that an industry ihat
pays good wages and gives fair condi-
tions is going to altraet the very best
labour; and without a doubt the wages
and conditions in the agricultural industry
for workers on the farms is not such
that wonld attraet the best class of labour
lo the State. T would like members of the
Opnosition interested in farming matiers
to look at the matter in this wayv. They
are really standing in (heir own light.
The member for Beverley said that many
of the mmen employed were breaking valu-
able machinery Lhrough incompetency.
How can the farmers expect anything else
when ihe only c¢lass of labour they get
is that which cannot find employment any-
where else and whiely, in the last resouree,
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must go to the farming areas “to work,”
as it is termed, “for the cocky.” I believe
those engaged in the industry are really
standing in their own light in this matter.
The member for Moore (Hon. H. B. Le-
froy) was very fearful that the State, in
embarking on these different enterprises,
was going to interfere with private-enter-
prise people who were putting capital into
various industries in the Siate. 1 think the
State has a counter elaim in some of the
indunstries for the treatment it has re-

ceived from private-enterprise people
who have @gone into various Ino-
dustries in the State. I refer more

particularly to the mining industry. In
the early nineties the discovery of the
Eastern Goldfields aitracted population
from the different States of Australia,
and from all over the civilised world; and
one can quite realise the great impetus
the discovery of the goldfields gave to the
State of Western Australia; but in many
instances, I claim, private companies, who
developed, or partly developed some of
the claims in this State, have not acted
fairly in their transactions and dealings
with the State. I mnst give eredit, and
I think most people will, to the Adminis-
tration of the day in the early nineties
for the prompt manner in which they con-
structed railways into the interior and
provided water suplies lo permit private-
enterprise people to exploit the golden
wealth in the goldfields aveas; but I claim
ihey have not been met in a fair spirit in
many instances, I have a few figures relat-
ing to the gold produnction of some of the
mines immedintely north of IKalgoorlie,
most of them being sitnated in the Men-
zies electorate. The Paddington Consols,
30 miles north of Kalgoorlie, has erushed
133,000 tons of ore for 60,000 fine ounces.
The mine is now abandoned, and the
greatest depth veached on this mine was
600 feel. A little further on, at Bardoe,
.there is the Zoroastrian. This mine
treated 70,393 tons for 49,494 fine cunces
of gold, but is also abandoned, and the
createst depth reached is something over
400 feef. There is also the Golden Pole
at Davyhursi. The member for Pingelly
was at one time managing this mine, and
I know he has stated, and, I believe, cor-

rectly, that it paid over 400 per cent,
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upon the capital that was put into it. It
has erushed 74,500 tons for 71,961 ounces.
It is also abandoned at a depth of about
700 feet vertical. The Westralia Waihi
at Davyhurst has erushed 46,279 tons
for 19,700 ounces. This also is praecti-
cally abandoned at a depth of 600 feet.
I think I am correct in saying thai there
is no prodneing mine in Australia to-day,
payable at a depth of 1,000 or over,
that has been continucusly payable from
the surface down te a depth of 1,000 feet.
In almost every instance in gold mining
in Anstralia poor zones have been met
with at different levels, but the mines
payable below that depth have kept on
with their development work and have
gone through the poor zones io get pay-
able values at greater depths. Yet we
find these mines, which took a great am-
ount of money out of the distriets I have
referred to, did not give the propositions
a fair mining ehance; and now the State
1s 1 the position that it has spent a
great amgunt of meney in providing
water serviees, railway communication,
public offices, and all the different con-
veniences the State provides te fry to
assist these people to earry on the indus-
try; but T elaim the companies have not,
and the figures I have quoted support
me in elaiming that they have not, given
the State a fair go in the mining indus-
try at any rate of Western Australia.
Another instance, and one of the most
glaring of the lot, is the Queensland Men-
zies at Menzies. The mine has crushed
50,321 tons for 76,928 ounces. but is also
abandored at a depth of 600 feel. 1 have
here a clipping from a report of the in-
spector of mines for this district, which
bears upon this matter. It reads—
The Queensiand Menzies mine has
done very little work during the year.
This is a remarkable mine, after having
paid between £80,000 and £100,000 in,
dividends that it should be to-day lying
almost idle. The shoot of values which
paid these larze dividends pitched diag-
onally through the entire lease, and was
mined to within 10fi. of the boundary,
where  displacement’ oceurred, the
honndary being so near to the Nada
lease, belonging to another company,

that they stopped further prospecting



454

for this splendid ore shoot. If is the
opinion of several competent miners
that this shoot could be again loeated.

This company were foreced to abandon
their mine owing to the injustice imposed
by the working of the concentration of
labour sections of the Aet. However, I
will deal with that phase of the question
later on, The Lady Shenton, Menazies,
crushed 96,611 tons of ore for a return of
132,656 ounces; the Alpha lease, imme-
diately adjoining, has erushed 18,307 tons
for 16,330 ounees, and the Lady Florence
has erushed 7,813 tons for 5,690 ounces.
These three leases, which have worked
the one continuous ore-shoot, thus give
a total of 123,231 tons crushed for an
acoregate return of 154,676 ounces of
fize gold. Yet we find that mines which
have produced this amount of gold are
practieally abandoned at a depth of 700
feet. In this case I know that the
directors decided upon closing down very
much against the advice of the manager,
and this too, with £30,000 in hand and a
well-equipped plant on the surface. The
show was elosed down without having
been given a fair mining ehance of prov-
ing whether good values would not again
come into the reef. Another striking ex-
ample is furnished in the Cosmopolitan
at Kookynie, 13 or 14 miles north
of Menzies. A few years ago XKoo-
kynie was oune of the most pros-
revous townships  on the goldfields,
yvet lo-day it is praetically deserted.
The principal mine in the distriet, the
Cosmeopolitan, has ecrushed 543,636 tons
for a return of 264.206 ounces of fine
zold. The Cosmnpolitan mine wag work-
ing well and paving fair dividends until
it came into the hands of a well-known
firm of mining engineers. who enntrol
many properties in the State. Men in
the distriet to-day will tell vou that im-
mediately upon this firm assuming eon-
tral they increased the battery power
from 200 to 30 head, and proportionately
inereased the tonnage of ore treated; but,
unfortanately, it was not done by taking
out the really pavable ore. Men who were
emploved on the work are prepared to
state that the Alling which had been put
into the stopes, mullock which should
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never have been crushed, was taken out
and sent through the battery to keep it
zoing. Moreover. a hugh dump of many
thousands of tons of mullock was delib-
erately trueked down into the faces,

trucked along Lhe levels to the shaft, and

brought up and put through the bhattery;
and so, through management such as this,
we find the mine abandoned to-dav. Tm-
mediately after the company ceased op-
erations thex let many tribute parties into
the mine. These men were making really
good wages, same of them from £10 to
£20 per week, but the company allowed
the water to rise in the mine, and the men
had te go away, leaving 2-ounce stone
flooded by the water. This is another in-
stance in which private enterprise in the
mining industry has not given the State
a fair return for the efforts the State has
made to help them develop the mines. Tt
is sometimes said that values will go out
in all these districts at a comparatively
shallow depth. This has been the opinion
in the past, but there is at least one mine
which has proved the contrary; I refer to
the Menzies Consolidated. This mine has
been working continunously for the last 16
or 17 years. employing an average of
from 100 to 150 men, They have had
poor zones to po through; in fact there
have been times when the different work-
ing faces in this mine were no more
promising than those in some of the
mines abandoned to-day. Buf the man-
acement kept on workine on a different
prineiple. They went throngh the poor-
looking places, and to-day, at 1,200 feet
from the surface, this reef is as lavee and
enrries as good values as at any previous
time in the history of the mine. and the
nine is still employing between 100 and
150 men, thus showing that where a com-
pany has persevered the gold has con-
tinned to go down. I referred just now
to the concentrating sections of the Min-
ing Act. Under the Act a company em-
ploxing a certain amoant of labour on
one lease can get concentration of that
labour, or amalgamation as if is some-
times termed, and so take the average of
the men working on the whole of their
leases. That is to say. suppose a com-
pany had a lease here in this Chamber,
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and another situated in the Perth Town
Hall. Of these two leases they are work-
ing only one, but as a result of their em-
ploying more labour on the one lease
than is demanded, they secure concentra-
tion of labour. And in some instances,
through the working of these sections, we
have companies holding 200 or 300 acres
of land, all the labour being coneentrated
at one spot. This Queensland Menziea
Company was a glaring instanece, showing
bow the concentration sections of the Aect
work against the true interests of the
mining industry. Another company held
the adjoining mine, the Nada lease it was
called. The Queensland Menztes people
worked a shoot of ore through their own
lease and at about 600 feet the shoot was
found to be going out into the Nada lease,
They entered inte negotiations with the
Nada people to secure the gromnd to fol-
low up the shoot, but they could not come
to terms and, unfortunately, a displace-
ment occurred 10 feet from the Nada
boundary. This is not the first displace-
ment that bas occurred in the Queensland
Menzies property. Sometimes a reef of
gold-bearing ore may shift a few feet one
side or the other, and this is what oe-
enrred there. However, they could not
come to terms with the Nada Company to
follow the ore shoot, and consequently the
Queensiand Menzies people transferred
their plant to another loeality. While the
machinery was being removed, the man-
ager said to me that if he had control of
the Nada ground this machinery would
not have been dismantled. The position
to-day is that the Nada lease is aban-
doned, and anybody could take it up. bnt
unfortunately it would cost thonsands to
put the Queensland Menzies mine into the
same condition as it was when first ahan-
doned on the ore shoot esecaping into the
next property. I want the Minister for
Mines to look earefully into this phase of
mining, for I know from experience that
it is high time some aetion was taken

in this regard. Another State enternrise
we have is the publie battery system.
Many vears ago the system was started
by 2 previous Administration, and it has
done a great deal of good indeed for the
mining eommunity, but, anfortunately, for

various reasons this industry has of late
years fallen off considerably. I know the
present Minister for Mines must find it a
very difficult department to control; that
is, if he is being asked fo show any good
resilts from the system; hecause, during
the last six or seven years, there has been
noticed amongst those of the prospectors
who have a few hundred pounds eapital,
a marked tendency to forsake prospecting
on the goidficlds and transfer their labour
and their capital to the agricultural areas,
I am not making any eomplaint about
that. I believe that perhaps it is in the
best interests of the State that thegse men
should have done so. But it is impossible
for them to be in two places at once, and
the drain made uopon the State’s re-
sources, hoth in men and money, to de-
velop the agrieultural areas, is in my
apinion responsible to a great extent for
the falling off in the returns from the
public batteries. One day last week we
had some new regulations designed to
assist those still battling on the goldfields.
Among them is a regulation relating to
low-grade ore, and making a speecial
concession in respect to ore crushed of
a value of six weights or under.
Whilst I apprecigte this attempt to assist
the men working in the industry, I think
the term “6 weights bullion” is not quite
definite enough. In many cases gold won
from the battery, whether private or
State, is not worth more than £2 15s.;
sometimes it is as low in value as £2 10s,,
whiie very often indeed it is not worth
more than £3 per ounce. whereas in other
eases more fortunate prospectors, having
a show where gold values are good, secure
ezold of a value of 4s. a weight. On the
wording of this new regulation the con-
cession is to be given to ore of a value of
six weights or less. I think the regulation
would give better satisfaction if it re-
ferred to a money value. If the Minister
thinks it is advisable to give a coneession
in the ease of ore containing gold to the
extent of six weights or less, T think it

would be much better to make it, say, 24s.
per ton, to use the money value instead
of the amount of bullion; heeause it is
very unsatisfactory for one man fo get
the benefit of this econeession on six
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weight dirf worth perhaps 24s., while
another man might bave seven weight
dirt, which is worth only 20s, not-
withstanding which he would not be
able to take advantage of the econ-
cesgsion,  This matter should be looked
into, and I trust the Minister will do
s0. 1n passing, I must compliment the
Minister for having, immediately wpon
assuming office, gone into the question
and found that it was possible to pay
prospectors for their sands upon agree-
ment of assay. This is a boon that pros-
pectors have long looked for but were un-
able to get until the present Minister for
Mines took charge of the department.
I give him credit for having dome this,
and I know that throughout the goldfields
his action has been much appreciated.
Another regulation which I think should
be altered is that which provides that all
ore over two ounces per ton shall pay an
extra 5 per cent. erushing charge. The
same argument which I used with regard
to the six pennyweights proposition ap-
plies here. A man who bandles two-
ounce ore might nol be doing so well
as a man wio handles nine or {en penny-
weight ore, for the reason that the high-
grade ore is difficult to get. Sometimes
it has to be carted a long distance,
and usually it is found in small veins.
A man sometimes works six or even
twelve months, and he gets only a
proportionately small return in eash al-
though he has had a two-ounce erush-

ing. It looks wvery well on paper,
but that is all. This regulation should
not apply fo ore going over two

ounces and the man handling it should
not be asked to pay the extra 5 per eent.
Another aspect of the mining industry
which I believe will ocenpy a good deal of
attention and will be of benefit to the
State, is the svstem of tributing., Mem-
hers will agree it is feasible that, where
these large mnines have been worked down
to a great depth, there are often small
veins on some of the leases which are
altogether distinet from the main body
of ore which the company have worked.
Tribuiers are always willing to work
these small veins if they ean get there
on fair and reasonable terms from the
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companies. I was pleased to notice in
the session before last that amendments
were made to the Tributers Act so that
the tributer should get £3 per week before
any tribute percentage conld be collacted.
That is a good thing, but I would be pre-
pared to go further and sav that the ar-
bitration rate of wages ruling in that dis-
trict should he the amonnti., That would
be fair all round. Some might say that the
mine owner would not have a fair chanee
and would not get anything. I say that
where a man is willing to let on tribuate,
it is fair evidence that he does not wish
to work it or that he considers it would
not be payable to work on wages. If a
man risks his lahour on the ¢chance of get-
ting nothing, no percentage should be
paid until the full arbitration rate of
wages i earned. For anything above that
sum the owner should be paid because
he has probably put down shafts and
levels and perbaps has opened up the
mine to a certain extent, and when gold
is obtoined he is deserving of some re-
compense. I say, however, that no per-
centage should be paid until the full ar-
bitration rate of wages has been earned
by the memhers of the tribute party.
Turning to the industrial side of mining,
there is a great controversy among mem-
bers of the miners’ nnions and the min-
ing community generally as to the ad-
visability, or otherwise, of continuning the
contracl system in mines. I believe our
contract system is one of the worst ever
instituted in any mining community in
the world. T believe that the contrast sys-
tem, or so-called contract svstem as it
exists to-day, is as near an approach to
sweating as we ean gef. It brings out
the worst side of human nature, both in
the employer and employee, and I believe
the employee often requires to bhe pro-
teeted against himself as much as he does
amainst his employer. Take a party of
strong voung men, who are competent min-
ers, and who want to make a little more
than the ruling rate of wages. They will
take visks and go into places which they
know perfectly well ave ol altogether safe.
They will go into places before the fumes
have dispersed, and they swallow more
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dust than they otherwise would, and the
result of such practices is to be seem in
the Coolgardie sanatorium to-day. On
the other hand an employer, having let
this work on contraet, feels that he is not
bound to see that the men are working
under safe conditions. The shift boss
might go aroand, but his only concern
is to see that the battery is kept going.
If the contract system were abolished,
it would be the duty of the shift boss
to see that the work is .carried on pro-
perly. He would go around and see the
miners once or twice every shift. If
there is dangerous ground, he knows it is
to his advantage to take no risks. Under
the contract system, however, there is a
sort of divided responsibility, and the shift
boss does not like to interfere with the men
or to prevent them from getting on as
fast as they can. A map might see that
the working faces are kept safe, but fur-
ther behind the ground might not be
safe, and it is nobody’s business to see
thai these places are properly looked
after. I believe that more than 50 per
cent. of the accidents which have oc-
eurred on the Boulder mines throngh
falls of gzround occurred in the eirenm-
gtances I have mentioned. If the con-
tract system were abolished, better super-
vision eonld be maintained and the mines
would be worked on safer lines than they
are at present. I have conversed with
many mining managers on this matter,
and they invariably have said that men
working on wages will not give the same
satisfaction as they used to do some
years ago. There may be something in
this contention, and it is only natural
to suppose that that is the case. If a
mine is carying on work on contract
system and a change is made to the wage
sysiem, 2 large number of the men em-
ployed would find that the ordinary ar-
bitration wages would not come up to
what they bave been used to making un-
der the contract system. I admit that
under the contract system the men often
make more than the arbitration wages.
On the other hand, there is also the ten-
dency to let work on contract on
the ground that it would mnot he
advisable to show too good results, and
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while the contraect system continues this
tendency will exist. If the contract sys-
tem 15 abolished and the men know that
they cannot get work under contract, we
will find that the great majority will be
willing to give a fair day’s work for a
fair day’s pay. TFrom my mining know-
ledge, and it is fairly extensive, I believe
that the sooner the contract syvstem s
abolished the belter it will be for all con-
cerned. Another matter to which pro-
minence is being given is that of working
night shifts. Some little time ago a ¢om-
mission were appointed to inquire into the
subjeet of miner’s phthisis, the prevalence
of tuberevlosis, miners’ disenses, and eoin-
plaints to which miners are subject. I
believe that one practical method of bet-
tering the health of miners is to do away
with night shifts. Perhaps some members
have not worked in the mines and do not
lnow anything about the eonditions of
the industry. T ask those members to
picture the position, This Chamber is
larger, and las more air space, and is
better ventilated than the ordinary mine
underground; and yet into the same space
we have 200 or 300 men working continu-
ously from Sunday night till Saturday
night. Each man earries a ecandle and
we may be sure the candles are not of
the best quality, and o not improve the
quality of the air in the mine. Constant
explosions ave taking pldee; high gvade
explosives are used, and it has been
found impossible to make a satisfactory
explosion without giving off fumes which
are destructive to the health of anyone
who inhales them. From Sunday at mid-
night until the following Saturday at mid-
night the continnous round of work goes
on. The men are going into this atmon-
sphere night after night and day after
day, and there is no chamee of the
mine getting a blow out except on the
one day in the week. In addition to
this we find that the men very often have
to take what rest they can get during the
day while the temperature is over 100
in the shade. How can a man sleep and
be fit to go to work at 12 o'clock at night
under such conditions? Can he be in a
proper physical eondition to give satis-
faction te his employers under such con-
ditions? Tuberculosis and kindred chest
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and lung diseases ave more liable to attack
people whose physical condition is low,
and I eontend that one of the reasons
why lung diseases are so prevalent among
the mining community is traeeable to
night working. T believe the House would
be justified in endeavouring to abolish the
system of working underground the whole
twenty-four hours round, and make pro-
vision that so many hours mnust be allowed
to elapse to give the fumes a chance to
disperse from the mine. I think the
member for Leonora, while speaking last
week, claimed that the mining industry
was still paramount, although the agri-
cultural industry was making great
strides. I do not feel very much con-
cerned whether the mining industry or the
agricultural industry takes the leading
position, providing that the gold yield
does not diminish, but that it is due to
the continued expansion of agricultural
development. If in this way the mining
industry is forced to take second place
among the industries of this State, I will
not complain. I believe that if the pre-
sent Administration have a chanee to
carry on as they are doing, the mining
and agrieultural industries will continue
to make great strides and thus we will be
doing something to assist Western Aus-
tralia to take and retain a leading posi-
tion among the States of the Common-
wealth, .

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
P. Collier) : Although the debate, so far
as il has progressed, has called forth very
little eritieism regavrding either of the
departments under my econtrol, I, never-
theless, desire to give the House some iu-
formation concerning the work which has
been accomplished during the year, more
particularly with regard to the Mines
Department. Exeeption has heen taken
by a member of the Council, who was
also a member of the late Government,
fo a somewhat innocent paragraph in the
Governor’s Speech which states that, dur-
ing the year, new fields have been opened
up at Ora Banda and Mount Jackson.
That hon. member declared that it was
news to him to hear that these fields had
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been discovered. I regret that he is not
able to understand a paragraph writterr
in plain English, because there is a very
areat difference between the opening up
of a new field and discovering it. The
hon. member stated that Ora Banda and
Mount Jackson had been discovered prior
to the early days of IKalgoorlie, and that
his old ecolleague, the late Minister for
Mines, had been nursing Ora Banda for
the pasi ten years. I can only say that,
as a result of that ten years’ nursing, the
infant was until lately still unable to-
walk, and per medium of the Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill, it was fathered on fo
the innocent member for Coolgardie. I
do not believe there is a mining distriet
in this State towards which so much
negleet and want of sympathy and con-
sideration has been shown during the past
two or three years, as Ora Banda; as a.
result of which the progress of a live and
prosperous fleld hias heen retarded. For a
period of at least two years, residents
there had wnavailingly urged unpon the
late Minister for Mines to give them what
is of all importance to a mining fleld—
an adeguate water suppiy, and I can say
on the other hand, that I do not be-
lieve there i8 any distriet in this State
that has been dealt with more expedi-
tiously than this fleld during the past five
or six months, and where greater success.
promises to result. What is the history
of Ora Banda? As stated, T visited
that distriet during the recess, and it has
been said by one of my crities who alse
repregents a mining constitnency that he
has heen - disappointed at the want of
assistance given to the goldfields, Whilst
ithat may be excusable in an ordinary
citizen, it is wholly unfair and inexcusable
an the part of a public man, more parti-
cularly when the distriet eoncerned hap-
pens to be a promising centre in his own
constitueney.  This is a clipping taken
from a newspaper some time affer my
visit fo the distriet, and just to show how
incorrect his statement is, I will read
what the people of Ora Banda think of
the present Government—

Just now we cannot hut come to the
conelusion that although Mr. Collier
has not given us all that we asked for,
he has at least shown his sympathy by
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giving what we asked for in many cases,
and in every case has done the best he
can under the -circumstances, The
geological party arrived to-day under
the charge of Mr. Jephson and will
commence work next week. In the
meantime some work is being done at
Black Flag. A grant of £100 has been
made for improvements to the main
road to Broad Arrow and another £1G0
towards forming the main street at
Gimlet and the track to the Governmenti
tank; then £500 is available for the
eonstruction of an ambulance ward;
£50 has been granted for improvements
te the eyele and motor track and a sum
will be placed on the Estimates for the
recreation reserve. The mueh needed
school will be opened in a few days in
one of the local halls pending the re-
moval of the sehool from Ora Banda.
It will, therefore, be seen that all the
adjuoncts of civilisation, and the necessary
conveniences which were required in order
to enable people to live in the outhack
distriets have been provided duaring the
past six or seven months by the present
Government, and turning to the other dis-
trict the same thing may be said.
Althongh Mount Jackson is one of the
earliest mining districts in Western Aus-
tralia. and  was worked even prior to
the discovery of =old in Kalgoorlie, I
say, notwithstanding that, T have been re-
sponsible for rediscovering that field.
During the pertod of the Bullfineh boom
many prospectors went out there, and
when T took office, I found that no erush-
ing facilities had been provided; neither
were they contemplated by the Mines
Department, and in the heginning of Jan-
nary, 1912, the Superintendent of Bat-
teries was sent to the distriet to report
on it. As a vesult of that officer’s investi-
gations, a baltery was leased. and im-
provements effected to it to the extent
of some £1,150, and early last month a
erushing of 250 tons was treated at this
mill. and it vielded 1,200 ounces. So that
in one of the oldest fields in the State, the
action taken after I assumed office, was
responsible for re-discovering the distriet,
and adding another producer to the gold-
fields already existing in Western Aus-
tralia. T might contralt that action with
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what has taken place al Mt. Egerton, &
new distriet in the Peak Hill goldfield.
In Oectober, 1910, the Assistant Govern-
ment Geologist made the recommendation
to the then Minister for Mines—

The Government might take the risk
of ergeting a B5-head mill, with a gas
engine to drive 10-head; there was no
fear but that the plant eould run two
years from shows now held, whilst the
possibilities of the place were consider-
able.

That was in Oetobher 1910. But the then
Minister, with his unsuwal policy of pro-
erastination nnd delay, wanted more in-
formation. A report was ecalled for as
to the suitability of a Holman mill for
that distriet, and that helped to fritter
away three or fowr additional months.
When that was reported on as being un-
suitable, it was suggested that the mill at
Nannine should be removed to Mt Eger-
ton, and subsequently, on the 11th Sep-
fember, 1911, tenders were called for the
evection of the new plant, exactly twelve
menths after it had been recommended by
the Government Geologist. That mill will
start erushing within the next week or
two, and I believe that we shall then
have added another prosperous min-
ing district to the others of Western Aus-
tralia. But that wonld have been the
case twelve months before, if reasonable
expedition had heen shown in the grant-
ing of erushing facilities to the district.
T can turn again to Pavne’s Find, and T
do not know whether it was hecause of
feeling arising out of party polities. but
I find that a new mill had been practieally
approved, when the late Minister for
Mines mave instruetions to delay the erec-
tion of it antil T had decided whether it
should be erected from loan monev or
from revenue. I am pleased to say that
directly after my taking office last October
the erection of the plant was approved,
and early last month the first erushing pat
through. One of the diffienlties T had to
contend with was the fact that many of
onr plants were obsolete. 1Tt has been
found impossible to rive satisfaction to
prospectors or to keep down crushing
charges whilst many of the mills are to-
tally inadequate for the work required

of them. It has been the policy of the
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Department in the past to buy the neavest
second-hand mill to the site where it
was proposed to erect it, At Meeka-
tharra, although they had a 10-head
batiery there, prospectors were prac-
tically driven to Day Dawn, finding
it cheaper to carry their ore to Day
Dawn and have it croshed at a pri-
vaie hattery. After going into the matter,
I decided that the only remedy for that
stale of affairs was tle erection of a
new plant, and that has been ordered
and is now being put together. Exactly
the same thing prevailed at BIt. Ida, one
of the best little districts in the back coun-
try, which has yielded a large amount
of gold for many years past. The plant
there was obsolete, and I have decided
to erect a new battery on that field. At
the beginning of the wear, in order that
the North-West should not be neglected,
I decided to send one of the Government
Geologists there, and he has, during the
past four months, travelled throngh prae-
tically the Pilbara goldfields, and is now
about to return to Perth. The result of
his visit is that, after forwarding me a
report from Bamboo Creek, while he was
in that distriet, I have decided that a new
battery shall be erected there, and steps
are being taken to have that done at the
earliest possible moment. T ean point to
another new field, Mi. Keith, sitnated 30
miles from Mt Sir Samuel, The matter
of erushing facilities was only brought
nnder my natice during my visit to the
back ecountry three months ago. A
aeologist was immedintely despatehed Lo
rerovt on the place, as well as the inspee-
tor of mines, and last week I had the
pleasure of approving of the erection of
a new battery. Thus, it will be seen that
there are five new batteries approved, or
in eonrse of ereelion at the present time.
it the State, and this is more than has
ever heen done in the previeus history of
mining in Western Australia, and wet,
notwilhstanding this faet, we have ill-
informed erities who will not even
take the trouble to read the daily papers,
heenuse. if they did, they wonld find that
the statements they had made were in-
correet. Those . eritics declared that no-
thing had heen done to assist the mining
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industry. In addition erushing facilities-
have been provided for at many private
mills, In that new district, 50 miles to
south-west of Sonthern Cross called West-
ons, arrangements have been made with
a private company to provide crushing
facilities for all the prospectors ihere and
the battery has been at work on that field
for about five months and a considerable-
amount of stone has heen crushed with
satisfoctory resulls. Again at Marvel
Loch, where my predecessor had been sub-
sidising an obsolete mill, whiech brought
forward more condemmation from the
prospectors than any other battery in the
State, I have now, by granting a subsidy
of £1,000 arranged for the erection of a
new battery, which will be completed
next week, aund I believe, according to the
terms of the eontract, crushing will be
carried ouf there much cheaper than at
any other mill in the State. Again, in
Ravelston, in the Peak Hill distriet, simi-
lar assistance has been given, The mem-
ber for Murchison will know as the result
of my action in forfeiting a number of
leases which have been locked up, there
are now 25 or 30 prospectors at work
there.

Mr. Holman: They have taken nup every
lease.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
old Peak Hill leases had been held with-
out & man in ithe distriet, but there are
now thirty-five prospectors at work, and
it is my intention to spend £1,500 in put-
ting that batlery in order. Further, I have
decided on rvemodelling and overhauling
the whole of the old plants, T have had a
report prepared by the new Superintend-
ent of State batteries showing the re-
pairs and improvements required by the
old batteries, because many of the old
ones are sadly in disrepair, and I have
approved of an expenditure of £8,000 for
overhauling and remodelling these plants.
Does that bear out the statement that ab-
solutely nothing has been done for the
mining industey? 1 say that not for very
many vears past has so much work been
done in regard to assistance to the pros-
pectors on the various mining fields.
Shortly after taking office I found that
one of the most &rions complaints by the
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customers of our State mills was that
they were unable to obtain payment for
tailings for at Jeast two months after the
complelion of assay. 1 have now made
an arrangement with the Treasurer where-
by for the past eight months I have been
able to pay the prospeetors within four-
teen days of the assay. That is a great
assistance in the backblocks where men
have been struggling along on a low-grade
:show, for they will now be able to obtain
the money a fortnight after assaying,
whereas formerly they were waiting some-
times two months.

Mr. Foley: Four months sometimes,

‘Phe MINISTER FOR MINES: Two
months was the minimum. Further than
that I have agreed to make a special re-
bate on low-grade ores, realising that the
only means of giving cheaper crushing
facilities to the public is to increase the
tonnage erushed at the State batteries, be-
canse, after all, T have found that the
great diffienlty with our batiery system
is that the batteries to-day are only crush-
ing up to one-third of their total eapacity.
After going into the matter, I decided to
make a rebate of 2s. per ton or ls. per
hour., on all pareels of low-grade ore under,
Gdwts, in value up to 1,000 tons in ex-
tent, not necessarily from oune lease, but
from any number of leases and any num-
her of crushings.

Ar. Hohuan: You have put too low a
value on it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. membgr will reecognise that it is all
a question of how far the Stafe is pre-
pared to lose money on these transae-
tions. The Government battery system
must be treated as a whole, and unfortu-
nately we are losing a lot of money on
it. e could make one dwt. of ove pay
by giving sufficient assistance from the
Government, but fhere must be a point
below whieh it is not generally profitable
for the Government to go. However, it
is my desire to give this innovation a frial
and possibly we may be able to improve ii
later on; at any rate, this is & very mater-
jal assistance to the prospectors who are
working low-grade ores in different parts
of the State. TUnfortunately, a great
portion of the rieh ore has been worked
out, and we must recognise that the future
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of the mining industry will depend largely
on the profitable exploitation of low-
grade propositions. 1 may mention for
the information of the member for Pil-
bara that at the much discussed battery
at 20-Mile Bandy, where the charges have
been higher than at any other Govern-
ment baitery, I have decided to make a
reduction and bring them down to the
level of the rates charged on the Murchi-
son goldfields. A rearrangemeut of the
managerial staff has been made where-
by we are runping two more batteries
than previously, with provision for
4 spave battery manager from the ex-
isting staff who will be able te go
on relieving duty from one battery fo an-
other, and with all this greater efliciency
we are making a saving of over £200 per
annum. This in itself shows that some-
thing has been accomplished. Then again
if we turn to ihat other very necessary ad-
junet of profitable mining on the gold-
fields, the question of water supply, what
do we find? That the price of water from
the Goldfelds Water Scheme to low-grade
propositions has been reduced by from
2s. to 2s. 6d. per thousand gallons, ov a
rebate is being allowed of 1s. Gd. on all
ore up to the value of 10s. per ton, while
on ore up to the value of 14s. per tow,
which was previously charged 3s. per
thousand galions. we are allowing a simi-
lar rebate, In this way there 15 o great
prospect of mines, which would otherwise
be unprofitable to work, being brought
to a profitable stage at an eavly date. I
found shortly after taking office that in
the South Yilgarn distriet, at Mavvel Locl,
a very promising field indeed had been
handicapped for lack of a water supply.
So far back as 1908 an agitation had heen
commenced for ihe provision of n water
suzply, but nothing was done until Janu-
ary, 1911, when a report was obtained.
After that, nothing further was done tiil
May, when the late Minister for Mines
instructed that the matter shonld remain
in abeyance for three months. In July
he would not promise that a pipe-line
would be laid down from the Goldfelds
Water Scheme, nofwithstanding that =
petition had been sent fo the Governmen?,
which contained about 400 names. YWhen
I took office this was one of the first mat-



462

ters brought under my notice, and I found
from the files that the late Minister for
Mines and the late Minister for Works
had bandied the papers backwards and
forwards for twelve months and absolutely
nothing had been done. In the meantime
a water famine was being experienced in
the district and residents were paying
10s. per hundred gallons for water, not-
withstanding that the engineer for mines
water supply sugpested that the charge
ghould be only four shillings per 100
grallons.  That is the sort of sympathefic
assistance given by the late Govern-
ment to outback districts. On Oectober
26, within a very short time of owr
coming into office, the Minister for
Works and I discussed the matter, and
we decided that a pipe-line should
be put down, and the water will be laid
on next week at a total cost of £12,000.
A pipe-line has also been laid on to West-
ons. At Ora Banda the water supply is
just nearing completion abt a cost of
£24,000, and at Meekatbarra a supply is
being provided for an expendifure of
£9,000. All these matters go to show that
although T have not been advertising the
fact—thongh that should not prevent
those intevested being aware of it—I have
done a considerable amount of work in
order to assist and develop the mining
indunstry. Taking the totals from the 3rd
of October until the 15th of July, a period
of nine months, eovering the term of office
of the present Government, there has been
expended on water supplies and boving,
ete, on the Eastern Goldfields, £41,329;
on the Murchison Goldfields, £15,105; on
the Pilbara Goldfields, £400, on the de-
velopment of mining, loans, and rebates,
£6,393, and another amount of £4,566,
which has been approved but the anthori-
ties for which are not yet issued; and on
the erection of Government batteries,
£31,034; or a total expenditure in nine
months on mining development and assist-
ance to mining of £989,128. Do these
figures show that the necessities of the
(Goldfields have in any way been neg-
lected? That is a larger sum than has
been expended in a similar term for many
vears past. In other ways I have been able
to do something, particularly in the mat-
ter of tightening up in regard to exemp-

.
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tions. There are properties working now
that have not been working for many years
past, and whilst I am determined that the
helding of properties out of use by those
who have no intention of working them
shall not continue, I have always been pre-
pared to give fair consideration to owners.
where consideration could be justified.
Where companies or individuals have
spent considerable sums in opening up
or developing properties they are entitled
to scme consideraiion in the matter of
exemption, and whenever a good ease has
been made out I have not hesitated to
grant that exemption. Neither have I
hesitated, on the other hand, io forfeit
properties held by speculators who had
no intention of working them and held
them only by the labour of tributers. The
leader of the Opposition said thai he
wanted to know the cause of the falling
off in the battery returns. In my opinion
that falling off was largely caused by the
manner in which his Government boomed
the Builfinch feld. We Lave had repocts
from all over the back country where Gov--
ernment batteries are situated saying that
the prospectors were attracted to the Bull-
fineh field and have never returned; and,
moveover, from the Lknowledge I have
gained during the last nine months by
meeting those interested in mining and
coming into contact with those hitherto
prepared to invest eapital in the industry,
I say that that disastrous affaiv has done
more injury to genuine mining in Western
Australia than anything sinee the wild-
cat days of fiffeen or sixteen years ago.

Mr., Holman: It was worse than those
days.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
undoubtedly worse than these days, and
it will be a long time before this State
recovers from that experience; but the
hon. member would blame me after I have
been nine months in office for the results
we are now reaping from the action of
his Government.

Mr. Holman: The greatest boost the
boodler ever got.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not desire to say anything further with
regard to mining. I think I have shown
the falsity of the statement of that
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gentleman, who in an off-hand, airy
fashion, withont giving any particulars
or information whatever, declaved that
the goldfields have been absolutely
neglected. At any rate after travelling over
practically the whole of our goldfields
during the past six months, I can say, and
T believe thai hon. members who are sit-
ting on this side of the House, and who
represent the whole of the goldfields con-
stituencies will also say, that there has
never been for many years past more
contentment and satisfaction throughout
the goldfields than at the present day.
Now turning to the railways, T suppose
hon. members will agree with me when I
say we have passed through a very trying
time during the past eight or nine months.
Shortly after taking office we were faced
with the position that the *then existing
agreements were about fo expire. OfF
course, the responsibility of making new
agreements with the organisations rested
with the Government, and whilst these
were not fixed up without some little frie-
tion, nevertheless, I can say that never
in the history of Western Australia bas
there been more satisfaction amongst the
workers than exists at the present time.
We, of ecourse, gave increases in several
directions, which as was stated by the
Premier, amount for the present financial
year to some £74,000, but we believe that
those increases were justified. In faect,
right throughout the whole of the staff,
although there are some few matters to
be adjusted yet with one section of the
employees, better wages are being paid
to-day than have ever been paid on our
railways before. I noticed that during
the eampaign in the Central Provinee at
Geraldton the leader of the Opposition
declared that his sympathies were with the
men who had gone out on strike, It
seems to me a rather strange way of
showing sympathy, when one has the
opportunity to give increases, to inerease
the man getting 7s. 6d. a day by 6d. to
bring him up to 8s., and then, when one
is out of office, to express sympathy with
the man who is getting 9s. that he does
not get an inerease of 25, In fuhwre it
will always be the desire of the Govern-
ment to give first consideration to those
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receiving the lowest wage. We were faced
during the past season with a considernbie
shortage in rolling stock, and since the
Government have been in office we have
approved of the purchase of 36 new loco-
motives estimated to eost £150,000, and
250 waggons, the contract for which has
been let to the Maylands workshops, at
an estimated cost of £33,000,

Mr, Carpenter: Will they be ready in
time for the next harvest?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No,
but there are 1,000 waggons under eon-
struction that were ordered by the pre- -
vious Government, and they will be avail-
able for the ¢oming harvest.

My, Carpenter: Yon will need them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : e
shall. !

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where are yon
getting the locornotives from?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
are coming from Great Britain. Although
Krupp’s tender was something slightly
cheaper than the British tender, the Gov-
ernment nevertheless decided to give the
contract to the British manufacturer.
There are 250 waggons being eonstructed
in the shops, and tenders are now being
called for an additional 500. We have
given orders for the construction of roll-
ing stock involving an expenditure of
£377,450 during the nine months.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You will need it all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
season turns out as it promises, which
we all hope, I am afraid that this addi-
tional rolling stock will not be sufficient to
eope with the coming barvest; but even
if that be so, I am justified at this stage
in saying that the fault will not lie wholly
with the present Government. Cheaper
excursion fares have been given during
the summer months to the goldfields than
have ever obtained hitherto; and as a
result, something like three times Lhe
number of goldfields citizens have availed
themselves of the opportunity to visit the
constal distriets. Not only that, but they
have been given the right to have the
tickets made available to Perth and Fre-
mantle, instead of the practice which ob-
tained in the previous year of having
them available only for Bunbury, Albany,
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and Busselton. While I have the greatest
admiration for those beautiful ciiies,
especially in the summer time when (he
climate is nice and invigorating, I never-
theless believe that many of the goldfields
people much prefer to visit Perth and
Fremantle than to go to those districts.
In faet, the results show that this has
been the case, and it has been a great
boon indeed to people who have to put
up with the long, trying summer on the
goldfields. Also, in order that their trip
may be made a little more comfortable for
them, ] have decided—in fact before
Clhristmas last T had running on the
goldfields lines second-class sleeping com-
partments. Two coaclies were put on for
the Christmas holidays, and at the present
time there are three more in course of
construclion, We shall be able to cope
with the whole of the demand for second-
class sleeping accommodation on the rail-
ways, a very much needed reform.

Mr. Green: When will they be avail-
able?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
ave in eourse of construetion and will be
out in a few weeks, perhaps. One of the
other matters I noticed was in the speech
of the member for Northam, where he
declared that one thing the Government
had failed in, and which all Labour Gov-
ernments must fail in, was in regard to
the finances.

Mr. Green: He thinks youn require em-
bonpoint.

The MINISTER F¥FOR MINES: Tt is
becoming quite a hoary old theory on the
part of our opponents that no body of
Lahonr men can be capable of in any way
financing suceessfully, but I venture lo
say—and in fact the records of the Trea-
sary will show—that even if the disaster
which oeenrred in October last had not
overwhelmed our friends, nevertheless
there would have been a deficit just as
much as, if not greater than, that we have
ai the present time. In fact the inereases
to our railway servants, to the police, the
schoal-teachers and other public servants,
more than aeeount for the deficit with
whiel the year was wound up. The
Under Treasurer in September last, as the
leader of the Opposition knows, the
month before the elections, informed (he
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hon, member that there was likely to be a
deficit of £156,000 on the year’s opera-
tions.

Houn. Frank Wilsen: Will you explain
how he made up that estimate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not desire to explain it,

Hon. Frank Wilson: But it was not an
estimate; it was ouly if the expenditure
and the revenue were the same as in the
previous year. It was no estimate at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
broad faet remains that the Under Trea- .
surer at that time anticipated a deficit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, he did not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He
did, and that even without any allowance
being made fur increases to public ser-
vanis.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No. He showed
a surplus of £16,000 on the 30th Septem-
ber. You know it, and why not quote the
minute? 1t was made up from the esti-
mates of the departments.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
knrow all about the hon. member’s esti-
mates.

Hou. Frank Wilson: It was not mine;
it was the Under Treasurer’s,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: One
would imagine that during the vears the
hou. member was in office he had one long
suecession of surpluses. The publie would
hardly eredit the faet that, eovering the
whole period of six years, I believe I
am correct in saying that only onee did
he produce a little ewe lamb in the shape
of a surplus.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
had a surplus.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then
I beg the kon. member's pardon. I was
speaking from memory and I thought it
was only one vear, and yet hon. members
stand up and charge this Government with
heing incompetent with regard to the
finances.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
very well,

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: Their
Government for six years had a proces-
sion of defieits, and in some instances T
believe as great deficits as the one that
we have had this season. T believe the

For two years we
.

You have started



[16-Jouy, 1912.]

accumulated defieit exceeded £300,000 at
one period.

Hon, JFrank Wilson:
years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: After
we have been here for four years we shall
see whether our accumulated deficit will
exeeed that.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not lose
£600,000 o the Federal Government.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And
the hon. member did not lose the money
we lost this year because of the bad
season,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Very much more.
There is no comparisomn.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Hon.
members during the whole time they were
in office did not experience such a season
as the State has just gone through.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What nonsense!
Your revenue shows it. Look at your
railway revenue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
railway revenue? Carefnl administration.
Our railway revenue has been very muech
lower last year. Only by cutiing down
expenditure and by careful administra-
tion have we shown a profit.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why not give the
right figures?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member has given them so often that
the Flouse does not wish to be wearied
again,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
why not be aceurate-

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Turn-
ing to the very serious charge levelled
against the Government during this de-
hate, that of doing something illegal—

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why will you not
admit von got £40.000 more revenue ow
the railways last year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
dealing with anolher matter.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then why make a
misstatement 7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do
not, and the hon, member knows it. The
hon. member was more conecerned, in mov-
ing his amendment, as to the illegality
of the aetion of the Government in en-
tering inio trading enterprises than le

Yes, for four

You got more;
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was with regard to the finances. While
it was declared primarily that the objee-
tion was that money had been expended
illegally, nevertheless the whole of the
debate turned upon the wisdom of the
procedure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Prac-
tically the whole of it, both in this and in
another place.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
turn up Hansard and see.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Much
more time was devoted to showing that
businesses would be a failure than was
devoted to showing that the steamers pur-
chase was illegal.

Hon, Frank Wilson: It was proved.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No-
body knows better than the hon. member.
Will he contradict the Crown Law au-
thorities when they deelared it was a per-
fectly legal transaction?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Certainly.
have better authority than that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In any
case the Government are satisfied that the
anthority 1s pretty sound.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What have you
charged them up to, anyhow?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member got all that information.
They have beeen charged up to the ex-
penditure authorised by the House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are they charged
up to the Treasurer’s Advance Account?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
not because the transaclion was illegal
that he and his Liberal friends were
worried, so much as it was that it was
the first inroad that was being made upon
the huge profits of some of the members
of the Liberal Leagne; and while it was
declared for months past that had the
Government succeeded in purehasing the
tramways of Perth, had the mayor of
Perth offered no objection to the pur-
chase, and had we gone on and purchased
them without Parliamentary authority, we
would have heen applanded as statesmen.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Oh, no!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
expenditure of £475,000 without Parlia-
mentary aunthority in the purchase of the

You had better

We
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Perth tramways would have been a states-
manlike action, but an espenditure of
£100,000 on trading concerns was wholly
illegal and an unwise proceeding.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You cannot pur-
chase the trams without Parliamentary
anthority.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. members did not care, nor did the
critics care, whether we had Parliament-
ary authority or not so long as the action
met with their approval.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Cerfainly; you
have to go to Parlhiament for it

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In any
case the businesses are not going to pay.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are they not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: So
hon. members declare. Now, I ¢an never
understand why if the Staite can profit-
ably contrel transport by land, and if it
is a good thing to do so, they cannet do
it with more success by sea. There is a
greater possibility of monopolies exist-
ing in transport by sea; because if a
man wishes to go to Geraldton and does
not care to ride on a privately-cwned rail-
way, he ean take the alternative and
walk; but if he wishes to go to Kimber-
ley, to walk is too far, and he is compelled
to travel by a privately-owned boat- To
that extent there is always the greater
possibility of a monopoly existing with
regard to shipping than there is with
regard to railways. The same.old bogey
that is being trotted out that the enter-
prise is not going to be a success has been
urged against other enterprises taken up
by this or any other Government. Was
there not a man oecupying a publie posi-
tion in this State at ocne time who de-
clared it would be an unwise policy to eon-
struet a railway from Fremantle to Perth
because he said a cart came from Fre-
mantle to Perth twice every day? It is
the same old argument. Every time a
step forward is taken we are told one
is treading on dangerous ground. If the
State can supply its own requirements
with regard to sleepers at & cheaper rate
than they can be purchased from the
private mills, why eannot the State also
supply the sleepers for the trans-Aus-
tralian railway, which it is our intention
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to do? The member for Murray-Welling-
ton declares there iz no analogy what-
ever between euiting sleepers for one's
own requirements and cutting them for
the purpose of selling to others.

Mr. (PLoghlen : He admiited that
they had a surplus stock to dispose of to
the poblie.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : But
the hon. member failed to show why
there was no analogy. During his oe-
cupancy of the commissionership, the
Railway Department decided, because of
the high priees they were being charged
by the combine for sleepers, that they
would erect a mill of their own; and the
resulls have amply justified that enter-
prise, for up to date the mill has re-
turned a profit of over £2,000, and has
had the effect of reducing the price of
sleepers by 23 per cent. If, therefore, in
one instance it is wise to erect a State
mill, why should it not also be wise in
another instance? In my opinion there
is nothing that ean be ecarried out by
private enterprise which cannot with equal
suecess be carried out by the Government
departments. One of the most intricate
businesses in the Commonwealth is that
of the post office, yet the State can suc-
cessfully carry to every village, town and
hamlet in the Commonwealth the letters
of the people, no matter wherve those
letters have been posted. Buat, notwith-
standing that the Stafe ean suceessfully
control a huge concern of that kind, and
manage the railways sucecessfully, it is
contended that the State eannot success-
fully run a steamer to the North-West,
or control two or three sawmills,

Hon. Frank Wilson : You must re-
member Lhat there is no eompetition
whatever in those departments vou refer
to.
'The MINISTER FOR MINES : What
is it that the hon. member’s friends are
afraid of? If we cannot compete with
the privately owned concerns, they need
not worry about it.

Mr. Wisdom : They are not worrying
abont it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Not
worrying! There has never heen such a
noise made in the public life of the State
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before. Another place has been turned
into a party House to a greater extent
than ever before in its history. I under-
stand that in the course of a similar
discussion in another place some of the
bitterest statements and the most violent
party speeches have been made regard-
ing the action of the Government—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : T am
sorry I am nof, because after all there
seems to be more fight in the Opposition
in another place than in the Opposition
we have here.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : There is no Opposition in another
place.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder!

The MINISTER FOR MINES : No, it
is not a party House. I say that in enter-
ing into these businesses the Government
have taken a wise step, one that will be
to the ultimate advantage of the whole
of the people of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Whom is it go-
ing to benefit?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
hon. member will find out. It is not the
possible failure of the enterprises that is
worrving him; it is their probable sue-
cess. If he thonght these enterprises
were going to be pronounced failures
there wounld be no man in the State better
satisfied than himself, becanse his oppor-
tunity would then come again in two
vears’ time. It is because the hon. mem-
ber knows these enterprises are going to
be snecessful that he is erying out so
londly. The hom. member himself, just
on the eve of the election, when driven
into a corner, urged on by the strong
course of public opinion, declared himself
in favour of Government eontrolled
steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did he?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
in a speech made at the Queen’s Hall
on the 6th September last year, just be-
fore the elections, he said—

A stenmer would be put on the
North-West trade when a steady sup-
ply of fat eattle could be obtained and
slanghtered.
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And at this there was applause.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What about the
chilling works?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why
did not the hon. member erveet his chil-
ling works? Ever since I have been in
the House I have heard about these pro-
posed chilling works of his at Wyndham.
For six long vears he had the oppor-
tunity of putting that part of his poliey
into practice, yet now he turns round and
wants to know why we are not doing if.
Just pulor to the election, when the feel-
ing was getting pretty strong, the hon.
member himself came round to the idea
that a steady supply of fat eattle could
be brought to Perth by a Government-
owned steamer. The hon. member cannot
deny the faet that he pronounced himself
in favour of the policy of the Govern-
ment-owned steamers. I will leave the
qnestion at that.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, go on.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon member and his party have also been
very indignant beeause the Government
proposed to give a grant to the Trades
Hall; in fact lis ecolleague, the other
leader, tabled a motion which amounted
to one of no-confidence, stating that the
action of the Government in granting as-
sistance to the Trades Hall was againsi
British liberties. It is a most remarkable
thing that these gentlemen ean so quickly
forget their own remarks because, as
has been pointed out, there are any nnm-
ber of precedents for our aetion in that
respect, right back to the days of Sir
John Forrest. But one wounld hardly ex-
pect to find that the hon, member’s own
Government, a few years ago, gave an ab-
solute ontright grant for the erection of
trades halls on the goldfields, without
any qualification whatever. The hon.
member knows that these halls erected by
the untons are just as much political in-
stitutions as are the trades halls of
Perth and Fremantle.  To make 50 much
trouble in regard to am action which had
already been taken by his own and pre-
vious (Governments is merely trying to
hoodarink the public. I have just been in-
formed that the Fremantle Chamber of
Commeree secured a grant of valuable
land from the previous Government; but
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I suppose I had better remember that the
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce is not a
political body, at least our friends would
say it is not. I have a little leaflet here
which is reminiseent of the late election.
It was issued by the Liberal Leagne, and
it wants to know whether the electors are
going to vote for progress or stagnation.
Limitation of State borrowing as it
affects the setilers, no roads, no agri-
cultural railways, no water supplies.

These three items are not reproductive

to the State as laid down by the Lab-

our platform, and, that being so, ean-

not be proceeded with.
Our friends have been false prophets in
that regard, and they were particularly
unfortunate inasmuch as there has been
more progress in respect to these three
items during the last nine months than
was made during the whole time the Lib-
erals oceupied the Treasury benches. At
any rate it i8 pleasing to know that the
electors did not aceept them at their word,
and still more pleasing to the settlers
to know that the prophecies have not
been fulfilled. I do not wish to speak at
any greater length; muech of the ground
one might cover in a debate of this kind
has already been dealt with by various
speakers. The discussion has tended to
show the relative strength of parties in
this Chamber, not only in regard to num-
bers, but in regard also to the arguments
advanced; because I believe that not on
any motion of no-confidence ever debated
in this Chamber has a leader of the Op-
position got such a complete trouncing
from the Premier as has heen given our
friend during the course of this debate.
At any rate I venture to say that the
work of the Government has not heen
enqualled since the ineception of Responsi-
ble Government.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You are blowing
your own trampet, you know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member was fairly effeetive in that
direction when he had the opporfunity,
and having sat so long opposite the hon.
member it may be that I have acquired
some of his bad habits. In any case the
Government have been faced with many
difficulties which did not beset previous
Administrations. New political paths

-something like two
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have been opeuned up during the past few
months, pathways which I veuture to say
will be followed by every Government in
the Commonwealth before very long, fol-
lowed even by our Liberal friends in the
future, as in the past they have followed
our footsteps whenever success has been
achieved.

Mr. MONGER (York): T have not too
many culogies to offer to the present Ad-
ministration on the score of His Excel-
lency’s Speech. Ii is my intention, dur-
ing the rvemarks I have to make, to try,
wherever I consider they are justly en-
titled to fair praise, to give them that
praise. But when I eome to lock calmly
and quietly at the position and at the
many instances they have pointed (o as
entitling them to credit, I feel that in the
majority of cases they see what no one
else can see. It is graiifying to learn
from the Speech that land settlement is
still going on in a satisfactory manner. It
wag alzo pleasing to me to bear from the
Minister for Tands the other evening that
and one-half million
acres of land bad been surveyed, and that
he anticipated that it would all be ap-
plied for in the very near future. At the
same fime he expressed his intention of
not atlowing settlement to take place in
certain areas. On n plan submitted to me
only fo-day, T notice that north of Arrow-
smith and east of Wandering new ureas
have heen snb-divided, and T venture to
say Llhat in allowing these areas to be
submitted to the general public, the Min-
ister is not carrying out the prineiples
he put farward, 1 have been nartieunlarly
striiek hy one statement in His Exeel-
leney’s Sreech, for the rveason that it
variee so materially in so short a tiwe
from an answer given in another place
this afternoon. In the Speech we are
told that 61 surveyors with their
staffs are in the fleld. In reply to a ques-
tion ia another place this afternoon the
Minister said that there are only 48
surveyors in the field. If we are to take
His Excellency’s Speech and base the
whole of the conelusions arrived at on
the reply given to a question within thres
weeks of the opening of Parliament. we
must eome to the eonclusion that when
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the Governor’s advisers preparéd the re-
marks for His Excellency’s delivery they
eanld not have given the proper facts of
the case. [ only mention that because
I desire to deal with land settlement
generally, and I wish partieularly to draw
attention te those restrictions issued by
the Minister for Lands on the 20th Octo-
ber last, really hefore he had warmed
his Ministerial seat. He issned these in-
structions, and they have beer referred
to somewhat frequently in this Chamber.
During last session, I asked a question
as to whether he had obtained authority
to allow him to issue instruetions, and I
say, with all dne respect to the Crown
Law Departinent, that these instruetions
conld never be given effect to. Only
recently we have seen how futile these in-
struetions have been, but they created 2
certain amount of fear in the minds of
the associated banks, and the result has
been that where the associated banks
always looked upon conditional purchase
as equivalent to a Crown grant, the
moment these instructions were issued,
and in the face of a not too promising
season, they closed up their pockets and
refused any further advances or assist-
ance. I think the wlhole of the kudos for
that unsatisfactory state of affairs can
‘be honestly laid on Lhe shoulders of the
present Minister.

Mr. Heitmamm: You do not desire this
country to be governed by the associated
banks, do you?

Mr. MONGER: Many of those who
obtained advanees from the associated
banks are now vealising that they made a
mistake in removing their transactions
from these institutions to the Agrienl-
tural Bank and are desirous of going
hack to them. I think, notwithstanding
the great ery made last Oectoher, that the
Government were going to liberalise the
eonditions of the Agrieultural Bank——

Mr. O'Loghlen: We did so.

Mr. MONGER : Nominally, but ean any
member point to any case where a farmer
has reached the limit of £2,000—or, I
might say, there was no limit given to the
powers we gave last session. Can any
member say he knows of friends who had
transactions with the associated banks,
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and that sinee the increase was arranged
for and passed last session he knows of
ane of these accounts having been taken
over from the associated banks by the
Government institution? Regarding the
Minister’s restrietions, which I say he
had no power to enforce, and which the

"present Land Act as it now exists never

gave him power to give effect to, though
he had tbe power to issue them, the At-
torney General might as well give in-
struetions that in fufurve petty lareeny
will be a hanging business. He has as
much power to give such an instruction
and give effect to it as the Minister for
Lands has in this instance. What has
heen the effect of these instructions? It
has brought a number of people, desirons
of putling a transfer thioungh, to Perth,
and they have had to ask for an interview
with the Minister, and when the Minister
has interviewed them he has almost in-
variably told them to come baek fo him
in a couple of hours. When they ecome
back he tells them, *I have seen one of
the under seereiaries, and if yon go to
My, Under Secvetary so-and-so he will
fix you up, but you are under a very
erent obligation to me for the manner in
whiclt I have treated you.”

Mr. Heitmann: I can hardly imagine
the Minister making sueh a statement.

Mr. Thomas: A most ungenerous siate-
ment,

Mr. MONGER : And in the ecase of a
widow

Mr. Green: Poor widow.

Mr. MONGER : She was brought down
120 miles to interview the Minister, and
when I met her in Perth I told her if
she had wasted a penny stamp I would
have done all the work for her,

Mr. Heitmann: That shows it is un-
necessary to come down to Perth,

Mr. MONGER: : It shows how ridienlous
these instructions were. I want to men-
tion how one of the colleagnes of ihe
Minister for Lands was {reated. The
Minister for Works had a conditional
purchase which was converted from See-
tion 55 to Section 56 on the 26th June
lIast. I asked certain questions in regard
to that particular block of land on the
14th November last, and the Minister’s
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reply was, ““With regard to bloek go-and-
50, the department is awailing the inspee-
tor's report 7e residence.” The Minister
for Works was cognisant on the 14th
November that somebody wanted to know
what the was doing in regard to his par-
ticelar holding. This is what T take ex-
ception to: notwithstanding that he was
warned on the 14lh November last, it was
not until he returned from his Nerth-
West trip that he made any attempt to
bring {lie maiter into the positien of a
legiliinate transaction, '

Hen. W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : He earried out improvements, did
he not?

AMr, MONGER : When the Minister was
in Port Hedland he was evidently inter-
viewed, becnuse in the next issue of the
West lustralian we find these words—

Lvidently, by the telegram published
in the loeal papers, capital is beiuy
made out of the faet that T hold a
thousand-acre bloek at Kominin, and
that I contemplate purchasing a further
thousand acres adjoining. No doubt
my erities, in their desire to cover their
own nefavious practices, have taken ad-
vantage of my absence to misrepresent
the facts.

These are the words I am dealing with at
the present moment. I want to know who
attempted to make any references to the
nefarious practices of other peaple? I
say they were perfectly justified in saying
that Mr. Johnson’s land transactions were
illegal from the start, and have been
illegal up to the present, and the
passing of a transfer by the Minister for
Lands and the altering of the conditions
is go contrary to these ridieulous instrue-
tions he issued, that I fail to see how he
ean adopt any other eourse than to cause
the forfeiture of the Minister for Works’
block and his eonditional purchase.

Mr. Green: You are trying to draw a
hetring across the track.

Mr. MONGER: I will deal with the
hon, member’s railway presently. It was
my pleasure to accompany the Ministers
for Lands and Works to a conference at
Tammin in regard to the amending of
the Goldfields Water Supply Bill as
nassed last session, and I am going to say
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that T had a most enjoyable trip, and T
really enjoyed the opening remarks of
the Minigter for Works at that confer-
ence. It was one of the most bouncing
and hluffing speeches I have ever listened
to from that gentleman, but when the
conference sut for several hours during
the day, and when my two friends found
that they had a very adverse audience lo
deal with, how different was the attitude
of the Minister for Works towards the
constituents of the Minister for Lands as
compared to the ireatment meted out to
mive only a few weeks previously, When
the Minister found that an adverse reso-
lution was to be earried by that meeting,
he made a most misericordia appeal lo
these people, “Now I ask you not to sub-
mit any vesolution; I ask you te allow
matters to siand over until my friend the

Minister for Works returns from the
North-West, and we will have another

conference at Perth and pay the expenses
of your delegates.” How verv Jifferent
that was from the attitude adoptad hy
that genileman when speaking to the
people T have the honour Lo represent in
this Parliament. When he was speaking
to the Minister’s constituents he pro-
mised them a trip to Perth and to then
consider the matter again. What was
the resvlt of that further consideration?
In the first place he said, “I am not going
to reduce; you have to take this water at
the price I fix"—there was a terrible lot
of the ““I’’ about him—*‘‘and if youn will
not, you will have to do without it.”
f“IWhat is more,”’ he said, ‘I am going to
refuse to ralify the agreements entered
into by the previous Administration in
regard to water supply in close proxim-
ity to the main Coolgardie trunk line.’’
When the settlers of Tammin told him
they were going to have water af half-a-
erown and make the Minister eary out
the obligations of the previous Adminis-
tration, and when the Minister found
that big talk on his side was not going
to be received too kindly by that au-
dience, he knuckled under and within a
short time after his return to Perth he
agreed to veduce the price by 25 per
ceit,

Mr. Green: That will not hart you.
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Mr. MONGER : How different from his
dttitode to the eonstituents of gentlemen
who oceupy seats on my side of the
House,

Mr. Turvey :
Hfors.

Mr. MONOER: There is another mat-
ier of lands administration that I desire
to congratulate the Minister uwpon, and
that is the elosing up of the Melbourne
agency. Poor Western Australia could
not any longer afford to keep a Mel-
boiirne agency going, notwithstanding the
fiet thdt splendid work was being done
ang that hiridreds of people had been in-
dueed to coitte here through the influence
of the gentleman in charge of that agency.
Tater en 1 will move for the full papers
in regard to the arrangements made by
the Governmerit and the reasohs which
acteated themn in elosing up that agency
in Melboorne. There is another little
matter that eame under my notice the
other day. The Lands Department
are economising on a very big seale, but
the economy is not being effected in the
electorate of the member for Williams-
Warrogin, but it is in the adjoining elec-
torate; and it is that,instead of the
agency there being open once a week, the
department has decided that it shall be
open only once a fortnight. I have
thought this matter out, and the only
<conelusion 1 can eome to is that, because
the member who represents the electorate
sits on this side of the House, the con-
venienee of settlers is to be saerificed.
It is not my intention to deal with the
many items referred to in the Governor’s
Speech. My prineipal reason for rising
to-night is to make some references to
¢ertain railways.

Mz, Lander : Do not mention the Wicke-
-pin-Merredin line.

Mr. MONGER: 1 shall refer to that
later. I notiee that one of the firsi mea-
sures that is going to be brought up for
congideration is the Norseman-Esperance
line.

Mr. Green: Hear, hear; the first one
on the sheet.

Mr. MONGER: I wonder if the speech
made by the Attorney General last session
is still fresh in the mind of the hon, mem-

More spoils to the vie-
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ber, who is so constant an interjector?
In the course of the Atiorney General’s
vemarks that gentleman said that in the
previous year there had been in that dis-
triet over 800 acres under eultivation. I
wonder if the hon. member, who has spent
a good deal of his time in that distriet,
has any idea of the results of last year's
harvest. 1 am going to give those resnlts
to the House, and I hopé that the hon.
metmber who has referred in sueh glowing
terims to the great capabilities and the
prospecis of the Esperance couniry will
bear in mind that in 1912 the quantity of
land under cultivation, aceording to the
statistical retwrns, was barely half what
it was in 1910-11.

My, Green: You killed it.

Mr. MONGER: I will shock hob. mem-
bers by giving flzures as shown in the
latest returns. I wonder if the hon.
member for Kalgoorlie has any idea of
the figures of this great wheat belt with
its millions of acres, and which had one
of the finest markets that Western Aus-
tralia had to offer at its door, and which
preferred to send its c¢haff and its corn
away through Esperance and Albany? I
wonder, I repeat, if he has any idea of
the latest statistical returns of its pro-
duction last season? I am going to tell the
hon. member that there were three acres
put in for grain, and the yield from those
three acres, as shown in the statistical re-
turn, was nil. There were 417 acres under
crop for hay, whieh gave a total yield of
201 tons, considerably less than half a ton
to the acre. Those figures were not faked
at my request, and 1 presume some hon,
members will say there is a mistake some-
where, but I am giving the latest statisti-
cal informatior as regards the eapabilities
and the production of Esperance. We are
calmly asked to allow the Government—
and we muost allow them to do anything
they think fit—to sanction the expenditure
of £300,000 to build a line of railway te
convey 201 tons of hay.

Mr. Green: What is your authority?

Mr. MONGER: The latest statistical
returns, as furnished by the Registrar
General’s department.

Mr. McDowall: The Statistical Register
or the Monthly Abstract? '
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Mr. MONGER: I knew some of my
friends would not like to hLear these
figures.

Mr. George: They have killed the Es-
peranee railway now. _

Mr. MONGER : There is one thing that
struck me in regard to the reference to
these vailways, and that was that there
was no mentton of any kind with regard
to the iniention of the Guvernment con-
cerning the lines already sanctioned, and
the attitude that has recently been ad-
opted by the Government in altering the
routes at the whim of a Minister or of
the party. This appears to me to be
more than the people of Western Austra-
lia are going to stand too long. The
latest matter we Lave heard of is the seri-
ous alteration in the Wongan Hills-Mul-
lewa line, and only this afternoon another
place sanctioned the appeintment of a
select committec to inquire into the whole
of the cirenmstanees in regard to that
line,

The Premder: Hear, hear,

Mr. MONGER: T am glad to hear the
Premier say hear, hear. How different is
his attitude from that which he and his
followers tock up last session when I 2sked
that a selecl commitiee should be appeintad
to inguire inte another line; there was no
hear, hear, about Iim then, I ecome to two
railways that ave not mentioned but which
have been very considerably interfered
with during the administration of the pre-
sent Government; I vefer in the first
place to the Quairading-Nunagin line, and
only the other afternoon, when I asked a
question as to whether the Minister in-
tended to place upon the table of the
House the veports whieh caused the
alteration of the route as reeom-
mended by the advisory board, T got
the veply T anticipated, that that informa-
tion would be fwnished in the ordinary
course, if T moved in the nsnal way. I
knew that would take up a lot of time, and
that it might be weeks before the notice
of motion which T abled on the following
day would bhe reached. I certainly think
it would have been a manly and just reply
by the Minister for Works to say to the
House that he would give all the infor-
mation psked for in the question, but that
in the future motions wounld have to be
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moved in the ordinary way. 1 wrote a
little time ago and asked that plans be
furnished to me showing the routes now
decided upon and the route as recom-
mended by the advisory board, and T
think even the Premier and the Minister
for Works will say that when one receives
a reply such as I received, one is justified
in bringing these eomplaints, which might
j-erhaps be econsidered tiifling, before the
notice of Parliament. This is the letter [
received in reply :—“The maps asked for
showing the surveyed route of the Quair-
ading-Nunagin railway are sent here-
with, I referred the matter of the route
recommended by the Railway Advisory
Board to the Surveyor General, who says
that the permission of the Premier is re-
quired befere this can be shown; wauld
you please obtain this permission, and
plans ean then be supplied.” Surely
members are not supposed to go, cap in
hand, to the Premier and say, “Please, sir,
allow the drafting department to give me
a bit of information which has already
been public property for a long time, and
which for weeks and months ocenpied a
place on the walls of this Chamber.”

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Why did yon want it, if it was
public property?

Mr. MONGER: I wanted the lithos
showing the plan of the route as recom-
mended by the advisory hoard, a very
reasonable request to make, and that was
the replty T got, and T did not feel dis-
posed to ask the Premier to give me per-
mission to eet the plans. Now I am
zoing to deal with the question of a rail-
way that T helieve has received more eon-
sideration at the hands of the nreople of
the district T represent than any otler
line of agrienltural railway that has ever
heen before this Chamber. When infre-
ducing a retition last session T refarred
hriefly to the position thal ind heen taken
un when the Bill was introdueed and sane-
tioned by Parliament some time in De-
cember,  After dealing with the seeond
reading speech on the RBill, and after
liaving dealt with the question as plainly
as lay in my power, I made a very strong
appeal to the Minister, and I said

Let the Minister and his colleagnes
decide upon men of the sirmp of WV
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liam Patersou, Jolm Muir, and Hayry

Johnston to make the alierations in the

route if any be deemed necessary.

Hon. W. (. Angwin {Honorary Mini-
sier) : Have you every confidence in John
Mnir?

Mr. MONGER: Yes.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): 1 am pleased to hear it; you will
not then object to the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa route.

Mr. MONGER: | went on o say—

Then if these zentlemen say “1T'he cir-
cumstances have ehanged, 1he conditions
in the loealily have changed, and nof-
withstanding our earlier report we eon-
sider the route should go in another
direction,” I shall be satisfied.

Notwithstanding that appeal to the Mini-
ster for Works, he took no notice of it
but he was good enough to take several
members of Parliament and myself
through the distriet, and I was hoping
when lie started on that tour that before
he came to any definite and distinet un-
derstanding as to what he was poing to
recommend ta Cabinet he would have said:
“T am not going to take the responsibility
ot any alteration of the Advisory Board’s
recommendation, heeause I am inierested
in the distriet.” No oiher man bui the
present Minister for Works would have
arrogated to limself such responsible
duties, and 1 do not think any other Cabi-
net amongst the British speaking people
wonld have allowed an inlerested colleague
to be the hole arbiter of so important a
question, Turing the course of that {rip.
on a festive oecasion when we were treated
most rovally and loyally. after hearing the
actual intentions of the Minister for
Works, as conveyed to me by the speech
he made before I had the honour of res-
ponding to the toast of Parliament, I
could only come to one conclusion, and
that was that a hundred to a hundred and
fifty of the finesl settlers in Western Aus-
iralia were going to be sacrificed in order
that Mimsters and their colleagnes might
vent their spleen on one individual. YWhen
1 made that remark, the Minister =aid it
was a cruel and cowardly vemark. and
another fellow who was “yapping” at me
there said “Yes, it is so.” 1 am going (o
repeat here to-night that the ouly reaxon
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for any alteration in the reecommendations
of the Advisory Board is the fact that
vither {he Minister or the majorily of his
colleagnes, or the majovity of caucus, have
decided that these 100 odd setilers are
woing (o be saerificed and inconvenienced
in order that they can vent their spleen
oir that one mau+?

Mr. Lander: They have decided to earry
oul what iz laid down i Hansard,

Mr. MONGER : There was a remarkable
veeurrenee at that gathering. [ produeed
a serles of plans from the Lands office
showing all the lalest selections of land
hetween Wickepin and Merredin and be--
tween Quairading and Nunajin, and a plan
showing the Advisory Board’s recommend-
alions. Those were the pluns as furnished
by the Lands Department right up to the
dale of ocur departure on that trip, and
I have to compliment the Minister For
Works on having so little eonfidence in his
colleague, the Minisier for Lands, thal.
notwithstanding that the Governmenf had

been six mounths in oilice, he placed
no  faith in  tlee plans and lichos
furnished by that department., .\ nice

compliment to pay! Yet up to that date.
netwithstanding that it was four or five
months after the passing of the Rill by
this Assembly, lithes were furnished show-
ing the route of the railway in the position
as recommended by the Advisory Board.
and the setilers who selected paid an in-
creased price owing to the contiguity of
the proposed railway. During the course
of the remarks made by the Minister he
saill, “We have fixed the voute of this rail-
wiay to a point about two miles south of
Roreijin.” [ may say that the Minmister had
been (alking a loi about the mandate from
Parliament, aud T said, “All I want is that
you shall carry ont the mandate from Par-
liament: I want you to earry oul the
second portion of the Schedule of the Act
and you will be earrving out what I aud
the seftlers in this loeality reguive and
demand.”  Remember, the Minister had
distinetly stated that the Government had
fixed the route at two miles south of Kor-
rijin. Laler on the aeling Minister told
me that the Government were going to
carry oul within the four peints of the
compass the sehedules of the Act passed
by Parliament. Tn onrder to earry out what
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the acting Minister told me, instead of
that railway being fixed two miles south
of Korrijin, it is brought round now two
or three miles north, in order that the
ultima thule of this Bill may be given
effect to, to within 10 miles of the Merre-
din line.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Henorary Mini-
ster): It is within the schedule of that
Aet; is it not?

Mr. MONGER: I thought the hen.
member had more sense. I am quoting
the definite pledge given to hundreds of
settlers that the Government had fixed the
route to a certain point, and I had no fear
of the balance of the route being
carried out, thus giving effeet to the
desires of the majority of the people.
But what do T find now? They have de-
finitely fixed the route north of Korrijin
to a point ealled Quarebin Rock, and the
plan showing the route to be taken indi-
cates a direct line from Quarebin Rock to
Nunajin. I am told that the route
recommended by the present Minister “on
his own” is by no means the best as re-
gards the grades, and I can assure him—
and no one knows it better than he does—
that, as regards the land, it will be a ery-
ing disgrace to allow an agricultural rail-
way to go through one of the worst pieces
of agrienltural land in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: Your electors
will be pleased fo hear that.

Mr. MONGER: T am not afraid of my
electors. Therefore, having had that posi-
tive and definile assurance that the route
was fixed to a certain point to carry out—
what? To earry out some electioneering
pledge, or some electioneering statement
of the Premier to please some particular
supporters of his own that, even if the
late Governtuent had carried out the line,
if they (the Labour party) were returned
to power they would pull it up and take
it from Hedges.

Mr. O'Loghlen; Who said so?

Mr. MONGER: T am making a state-
ment. Afler that trip, notwithstanding
that the Minister who accompanied us said
lhat within a week his report would be
presented to Cabinet, and if it was not
earried out there would be another Mini-
ster for Works—] did make the interjee-
tion that I did not think Western Aus-
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tratin would collapse if he retired from
that position—I received telegrams from
settlers, who were very much concerned
by the unsympathetic rveply of the
Minister for Works, asking me to ar-
range with the Premier to receive another
deputation. I am thankful to the Premier
for veceiving that deputation, which, I
think, was the most influential that ever
waited on a Premier in regard to an
agrienltural railway, Accompanying me
was the leader of the Opposition and the
late Minister for Works, Mr. Daglish, and
I want to read to lhon. members what
Mr. Daglish said, beeause there are some
miseonceptions in regard to this rail-
way and the atlitude adopied by that
gentleman., Mr. Daglish said—

He was present, not as a politician,
nor as ¢ne having any interest in the
district, As the resunlt of the debate
in Parliament when he was Minister for
Works, his idea was that they should
obliterate as far as possible two long
deviations in the line, However, any
remarks he made then, and any instrue-
tions he gave as Minister, were always
to be read and interpreted as to be
carried out in aceordance with the sche-
dule of the Act. He had never imagined
that a railway eould be laid down to
follow Tuelid’s definition of a straight
line—the shortest distance between Lwo
points. There had been no intention on
his part to make one straight line, but
to make approximately, so far as it
could be done, taking the requirements
of the distriet into eonsideration, two
straight lines, one from Wiekepin until
it reached the most easterly point at
which the railway would {ouch and the
other thenee northwards to the north
of Mervedin. One of the principal ob-
jeets of the line was to serve the Kum-
minin people and those to the east of
Kumminin.  He honestly believed, as
the result of the information he ob-
tnined when Minister for Works, that
the best line would be along the route
laid down by ibe Wilson Government
in July last, which was to go approxi-
mately 40 miles south from Merredin,
and then generally in a south-westerly

direction to Wickepin.
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In reply to that depufation the Premier
saigd— .

He had particularly made a point of
not discussing the question of the route
of the railway with the Minister for
Works, until he had heard the views of
the deputation. Nevertheless, he did
not agree to receive the deputation until
Mr. Johmson consented, because they
had made it a rule that questions of
route should be decided by the Minister
for Works once an Act had heen passed
for the eanstruction of a railway., The
renresentations made by the deputation
must neecessarily carry weight. He
recognised at onee that the position was
a very diflicult one to deal with. They
had had all sorts of accusations thrown
about the country that the line had
been twisted to suit certain gentlemen,
and when they saw that five different
snrveys had been made they must be led
to the belief that influence had been
brought to bear from some quarter. As
a result the position to-day was in a
tangle. When the maps were first shown
in Parliament, with a great turn in the
line towards Mr., Hedge'’s property, the
impression was gained that it was in-
tended to serve that property.

Mr, Daglish: That was never stated
in debate.

The Premier: It was debated outside
and on the publie platform. It was
made one of the principal questions of
the elections as to whether the line
should be straightened up. There was
a considerable amount of discussion in
the tobbies.

Mr, Wilson: That is the trouble. The
diseussion took place in the lobbies and
on the hustings, but not in the House.

After going a little further, the Premier
stated that the matter would be given
careful consideration and that the deputa-
tion would be advised through me in due
course, I want to show now the courtesy
extended to us on this side of the House
by the gentleman who runs the Premier’s
department. The information was given
to the Press on the 24th April. On the
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30th April I wrote to the Premier as fol-
lows :—

Some weeks ago a deputation con-
sisting of prominent setilers from the -
Kumminin district waited upon you in
vegavd to the route of the Wickepin-
Merredin railway. In veply to that
deputation, which. was supported by the
present leader of the Opposition and
the late Minister for Works, you pro--
mised that the decision arvived at by
Cabinet would be communicated to the
deputation through me. May I ask if
any decision has been atrived at?

Two days later, on 2nd May, [ received
a letier addressed to me at York, which
stated—

With reference to your telephonic re-
quest to be supplied with the Cabinet
decision in relation to the voute of the
Wickepin-Mevredin railway, I beg to
inform you that it has been decided to
make a survey of the extension to the
Yilliminning-Kondinin line, so as to
Junetion with the Merredin railway and
serve the Mt Arrowsmith distriet.

That was the Premier’s letter o e, and -
seeing the absurdity of the reply, I wrote
on the 2od May—

In further reference io wmy letter of
the 13th ultimo, may I ask if your
letter of the 29t idemy, which oniy
renched me this morning, is to be read
as a reply to same.

To that communication I have heard noth-
ing further, but I take this particular op-
portunity, on behalf of the deputation
that waited on the Premier, of thanking
hiz for the courteous manner in whick
he dealt with me in the reply he gave to
the deputation. In regard te this par-
ticular line, I have always appealed, both
personally and in public, that instead of
the Minister for Works taking upon him-
self the responsibility of settling so vexed
a question, the advisory board should be
again sent out to report, and I promised
that any recommendation they made,
whether it was a poinl to the east or a
point to the wesi, ¥ would give it my
best support. But no: what do we find?¥
The Minister pays a trip to the district,
but evidently has his reecommendation in
his pocket before he sets out, and he
makes a recommendation, and on that
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Cabinet Follow like a lot of sheep to the
fold, and they say, “We will do what the
Minister for Works has asked us to do.”
I want more than that: I want more in-
formation than that; I want fo know that
the Minister lias some reliable data to
give us that made him make the recom-
mendation that he made. I want to know
what engineers and what other land ex-
peris he has asked for an expression of
opinion; and T say that if he has not
got other information than that which he
had framed in his own mind before the
last election, he has done a most unfair
act in making the recommendation: he has.
I feel certain that the good sense of the
reople of Western Avsiralia is not going
to allow a Minister to carry out on his
own works contrary to the advice of the
proper qualified officers of the Crown. If
the Minister for Works delegates to him-
self these powers what good are we in
Parliament? We mizht just as well say
“Here, Mr. Minister for Works, draw
your peneil along this, and we will build
a line of railway where you want it.” I
say in conclusion on this point, that a
more unsavoury piece of political jobhery
has never been perpetrated in the history
of Responsible Government; and I say
there is no other Cabinet that would allow
a Minister to po about the country flout-
ing, “T am going to do this; I am going
to tell Cabinet this and that and the
other; if they do not do it there will be
another Minister for Works;” as much as
to say, “I know they cannot do without
my valnable services. and I am going to
carry ont not what T think is in the best
interests of the people;” because he must
know that the Government’s advisers will
advise in a more—well—unbiassed man-
ner than he would himself.

Mr. Heitmann: You must remember
that the previous Government had five
lines surveyed in that direction.

Mr. MONGER: And the last one was
the best; not the first one. I may perhaps
have labonred the question, but T am glad
to know that notice has been given in
another place for the appointment of a
select committee to inquire into this. I
would like to he upon that select com-
miftee to subject the Minister for Works
fo the cross-examination he should get
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when giving evidence before it. It was
no use trying here. Last September when
T presented a petition signed by practi-
cally all the settlers in that loeality, with
the exception of Mr. Hedges and his
1 artners, whose names were omitted, not
one member on the Government side sup-
ported the petition. It is no use our ask-
ing for any eonsidervation from them. I
ean only lope that the select committee,
which 1 believe will be appointed in an-
other place, will subjeet the Minister to
that cross-examination he is deserving of.
There is only one other matter T desive
to make a reference to, and that is the
Premier’s desire and intention to render
finanelal and other assistance to the
Trades Hall. 1 understand that the Pre-
mier said that any promise he made would
be subject to the consent of Parliament.
I have a great opinion of unions, but T do
not like the ideas of some of these rabid
unionisis that only those belonging 1o
their orgauisalions shall receive any eon-
sideration, In faet, for their own sakes.
T think they would be very sorry if it
were given effeet to. It may he fresh
in the minds of some of those 1 have re-
ferred to as being rabid unionists that a
teleeram appeared a little time ago, whiclt
said—

Mr. Fisher, when asked his opinion
of the decision of the Broken Hill
Carriers’ Union to admit Afghans un-
der certain conditions, said he pre-
sumed the men were camel drivers, and
the union had good reasons for its de-
cision. He did not desire fo say any-
thing about the policy of admitting
coloured men as unionists, nor whether
the action of the union conflicted with
the White-Australia poliey.

I presume that if these Afghans who are
affiliated with the Broken Hill earriers,
were to come to take np their residence
in Perth, they would soon become affili-
ated with the Trades Hall in Perth: and
I suppose the next thing we would see
would be communieations going out to
Bux Mahommed or others of that ilk ad-
dressed “Dear Comrade.” At the same
time as that famous expression of opin-
ion from Mr. Fisher. in whieh he states
that the Trades Hall ean do no wrong,
there was an article in the West Austra-
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lian, headed “Chinese not wanted as un-
ionists.” The member for Subiaco was in
the chair. The article proceeds—

The chairman said he could not deal
with the question from the standpoint
of law for the simple reason that he
was not a lawyer, but they could only
consider their posttion if the law com-
j elled them to take Asiaties into their
wliions.

We see that in Broken Hill they had
allowed them. It seems as if we are get-
tine pretty close to it in Western Aus-
tralia—
Some of the unions had rules which ex-
pressly stated that oculy while men
should be permitied to join their ranks.
A volee: Supposing the Chinese form
themselves inlo a separate union in the

liotel and restaurant industry and apply -

for affiliation with our eouncil. {Laugh-

ter.) Mr. Henshaw: Theve is a proposi-

tion in the Carpenters’ Union from a

Chinaman,  (Lauglhter.) The couneil

finally decided to recommend all unions

not to admit into their ranks men of

Asiatie extraction.

Now, this is what 1 want fo impress on
these rabid friends of mine—

One of the lady delegates said it was

a delicate position to deal with, be-

cause there were some half-caste Chinese

who, she regretied to say, were superior

to white people.
The moment the funds of the people of
Western Australia ave to be used for an
illegitimate purpose of this kind,.e\-en to
allow dehates of that sort, where a woman
belonging to one of the lady unions of
this State deseribes the half-casie China-
man as better than some of the gentlemen
she comes into eontact with—the moment
the funds of the State are to be utilised
in that manner, the Government are not
earrying ont their duties in dealing in a
fair and reasonable way.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Would vou allow the
Afghan farmers in your distriet to join
the Farmers' and Settlers’ Association?

Mr. MONGER: There are men sitling
on the Government side of the Honse
who owe their position in this Parliament
to being selected by the Dago and the Ski
gentlemen who belong to their unions but

are not naturalised British subjects,
though as far as the selection ballot goes
they have the same power as the hon. mein-
ber.

Mr. Heitmann: What is wrong with the
Italians?

My, MONGER: I have no fault to find
with them, but I say that no man should
have the power to return a member to
Parliament who is not qualified to have a
vote under the laws of our eountry for
that Parliament.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
sler) : Mow could they relurn & man to
Parliament when they have no voles?

Mr. MONGER: The Honovary Mini-
ster knows very well that every Ski or
Dago on the goldfields belongs to a union,
and that they all have votes on the selee-
tion of a candidate.

Hon. W. €. Angwin (Houorary Mini-
ster): The selection does not return a
man to Parliament.

Mr. MONGER: Ynvariably it does on
the goldfields,

My Taylor: How do you arrange for
the votes of the cooks at the Weld Club?

Mr. MONGER: They are not natural-
ised, and have no vote. I have dealt with
only one or two matters in the Govern-
or’s Speech, and on the many other mnat-
ters referred to I shall have wy oppor-
tunity later on.

Mr. 8. STUBBS {Wagin): A number
of hon. gentlemen have addressed them-
selves to the Address-in-reply, and several
of them have stated that they regret that
so much time was wasted in speaking to
the Address-in-reply. Most of them, in
the comrse of their remarks, eame to the
matters that affect them most: the agricul-
tural members speaking from an agrieul-
tural point of view, and the yoldfields
members invariably spending most of their
time on matters relating to mining. I do
not think they were to blame. I hope that
my remarks will not be miscousirued,
because although I represent an agrieul-
tural industry, I listened with great in-
ferest to the remarks thal fell to-night
from the Minister for Mines. I mainrtain
that the miring industry in this Stale is
practically only in its infancy, and I
hope that whatever Government ave in
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power the indusivy will receive very gene-
rons treaiment at their hands; beeanse
mining gave this State its first start in
life, and had it not been for the mining
industry our population wounld not have
been nearly as great as it is to-day. Since
the opening of Parliament I have listened
with great respect to views expressed by
members on ihe Government side of the
House, and to-night one or two have
voiced the opinion that we on {his side
are to be pitied. T was returned by a very
large majority fo represent the Wagin
-electorate on the Liberal sidee T do
not require any sympathy from the hon.
gentlemen who thought that onr side, be-
ing so small in numbers, was in need of
pity. T believe that the Liberal side, al-
though temporarily disabled as vegards
numbers in Pavliament, will vet prove
to the eountry that they have been a valu-
able adjunct to the pelitieal life of the
‘State and have done exceedingly good
work in the past. Notwithstanding that,
I have listened, this session and last ses-
sion, to charges against hon. members on
this side, and partienlarly two gentlemen
of our party here, who seem to have raised
the ire of a nnmber of members seated on
the Ministerial side.  The leader of the
O pposition and the late Minister for Lands
seem to have ecome in for an extra share
of blame in connection with the running
of the country; but I venture to say that
these two gentlemen have done really
splendid service for the State, and that the
charges which have been levelled againsl
them are a little bit over the fence. I do
not think it is right or fair for members
of Parliament to slangwang one another
as bas been done in this Parliament dur-
ing the past few vears. In my opinion
better legislation would be placed upon
the statute-hook if fewer personalities were
indnlged in. It appears to me that a pub-
lic man, when he rises to the position of
a Minister of the Crown, is looked upon
by a number of people as somebody to he
hated. Many who have attained to that
position have sacrificed the best years of
their lives to the State, and the pay they
would have received had they devoted that
time to their own private affairs would
have been very much greater than any re-
turn they ean expect from the State. If
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we had fewer personalities brought into
polities it would be better for the State
88 a whole. During tny occupaney of a
seat in Parliament it will he my intention,
both inside and oufside the House, to re-
frain from making use of language which
can be well done without, hut which I re-
gret to say is very often used in Parlia-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a reflection
on Parliament.

Mr. 8, STUBBS: It may be, but if I
have transgressed the rules of the House
and am called upon to stop, I will do so;
because I have no intention of reflecling
on Parliament. But I do hold that very
often things are said which should not be
said, and that it would be very much
bhetter if people were to guard their
tongues in making insinunations coneerning
the eonduct of members, of both szides of
the House for that matter; beecanse in
dealing with quesiions concerning past
actions vemarks are bhurled from the
Liberal side to the TLabour side and vice
versn, But, having been elected to vepre-
sent Wagin in the Liberal interest. T de-
sire in my ecriticism of the Speech delivered
by His Execellency, and which was placed
in his hands by his adwvisers, to say that
there are several planks which I think
must commend themselves to the majority
of the electors. Seeing that the Govern-
ment were returned by so large a ma-
jority it is, I think, the duty of the Lib-
erals fto see that the Government get a
fair chance to earry out the programme
wlich they mapped out last Qctober, At
the same time, T reserve the right to say
that in respect to any measuves  which T
think are not in the best interests of my
constituents and the State as a whale, [
should bhe wanting in my duty if I did
not oppose them. The first item T would
like to touch wpon in His Excellency’s
Speech is that of land settlement. The
Minister for Lands made no secret on the
hustings of his belief that the land man-
agement of Mr. Mitehell was not a gond
one.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.}

Shoertly before assuming offiee the Minis-
ter for Lands issued a manifesto which
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was published in the columns of the T¥est
Australiun and whieh, if he had thought
it out more carefully, would not have been
printed in the form it was. The members
on the Ministerial side of the House have
declared it was the bad season that caused
the unrest in financial cireles in connec-
tion with the land settlement of Wesiern
Australia. As a business man of a good
many years standing I can assure the
House that the effect of the bad season
was knowuwr to nine out of every ten bhusi-
ness men in the State hefore the 18th
October, and that when the regulation
wans issned the finaneial institutions shut
up like so maany oysters. They ecalled in
money advanced. which, in my opinion,
would have remained on their books had
it not heen for the fear that certain lands
were liable to forfeiture. Now it was the
landable desire of the late Government to
settle the people an the land, and T believe
the same desire exists in the breasts of
the present Administration. But a great
fear entered the hearvts of those who had
the administration of financial institutions
of Western Australia, when regulations
came out to the effect that land taken up
nnder eertain conditions would be liable
to forfeiture if those conditions were not
complied with.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Why should they not be?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I would like to say
that, provided every man and woman in
Western Aunstralia took up land legili-
mately, even if the specified conditions
were not carried out in their entirety the
State would not he a loser.

Hon, W. €. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter) : Then you believe in vinlating ngree-
ments?

Mr. S. STUBBS: If I had anything to
do with the present Government I wauld
endeavour to gel them not to sell the land
at 22s. 6d. per acre. I maintain that it
does not make the slightest difference te
the State whether 3s. or 10s. per aere, or
nothing at all, be charged for the land,
provided the land is settled and taken up.

The Premier: Who raised the price
from 5s. to 22s.7

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Whatever Govern-
ment did it, they were wrong in doing so.
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It was a mistake, and I ean assure hon.
members that the sending of people out
on the land 20 or 40 niles away from ex-
isting railways was a big undertaking for
the hundreds of families who have gone
out there, If they had not had assistance
from the Agricultural Bank and the store-
keepers they would never have been able
to stay there.

The Premier: Who sent them ount?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: You are doing so
now.

The Premier: No.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I understand from
the Speech that an immense area of land
las been surveyed and is now open for
selection,

The Premier: No, a fair amount of it
is withheld from selection until reason--
able faeilities have heen provided.

Myr. S. STUBBS: Yet I say with alf
respect to the Premier that if we send
people on the land, even if it be only
fiftecn miles away, and they are hona fide
settlers, the best thing the conntry could
do would be to charge them no rent at
all for the first five vears, provided they
put the equivalent of rent into the land
in the shape of improvements. The pro-
ducer 1s the man we want on the land, and
the paltry few shillings we get from him
for the first five years would be better
spent on improvements to his holding. In
my opinion the land regulations issued by
the Minister for Lands had a most disas-
trous eifect, for the reason that the finan-
cial institutions naturally wanted to know
from the storekeeper whether the men on
the land, and on fheir books, had com-
plied with the whole of the eonditions
under which they had taken up the land.
T must eonfess T am speaking for 99 out
of every 100 business people of the State,
when T say it never entered the heads of
one of these business men that forfeiture
wonld ever be thought of.

The Premier: What sort of a farmer-
would he be, if, being unable te comply
with the conditions, he took stores from
the storekeeper?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: It was this thonght-
that agitated their minds: suppose a man,
throngh sickness, desired to transfer hia.
land. The vegulations issued by the Min~
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ister on (le I2th Qetober stated that cer-
tain ymprovements must be effected, or a
cerfain length of time must elapse, before
the land would be allowed to be trans-
ferred.

Mr. Heitmann : Provision was made for
special cirecnmstances.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Yes, that is all very
well. The idea of the Minister for Lands
was a good one, nanely, to stop traffick-
ing in land. 1 honour him for that, but
there was anolher way of trapping the
man who was then mentioned, that is, the
St. George’s-terrace land speculator, I
must say I have never met him, this land
speculator, in my distriet. Every man, as
far as I know, who is settled there, took
up his land under conditional purchase,
or purchased his farm legitimately; there-
fore the harm done in my district T am
cerfain cannot be laid at the door of the
bad season.  The financial institutions
which were lending money freely for
months and months prior to last election
stopped suddenly.

Mvr. Thomas: They had been on a finan-
cial drunlk and decided to sober up.

e 8. STUBBS: No, I do not agree
with that.

Mr. Heitmann: Why did they cease?

My 8. STUBBS: Becaunse of the regn-
lations which the Minister for Lands pub-
lished.

Mr. Heitmann: If thev lend money
they must get it out of the produce.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: Balb supposing a
man wanted to seil his land to a neighbour
on account of it not heing large enough,
or for some other reason, the banks were
under the impression that a transfer
would not be put through,

Mr. Heitmann: What difference would
that make to the bank; they had their
security and that security was what could
be produced from the soil,

Mr. S. STUBBS: If the conditions
were not complied with, the land was
liable to forfeiture. and it was the duty
of business men to see that the farmer
had the improvements up to date as they
feared that otherwise the land wonid be
forfeited.

The Minister for Lands: That has ex-
isted sinee 1906.
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Mr. 8. STUBBS: The ecry has been
going thronghout the world that we
wanted settlers and were practically giv-
ing away land, and suddenly this regula-
tion appears which eanses a feeling of
unnvest among the fuaneial institutions.
That is where I join issue with the pre-
sent Government, ’

Mr, O'Loghlen: Has it retarded land
settlement in your district?

Mr. S. STUBBS: To a certain extent,
ves, and it caused such a feeling of un-
rest {hat the banks were ealling up over-
drafts where they were not absolutely
sure that the conditions had heen carried
out.

Mr, O’Loghlen: I heard you say at a
deputation that land settlement was
taking place with great rapidity.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I maintain that the
Minister for Lands’ famous regulation
isseed on the 18th October did a great
deal of harm to land settlement in Wes:-
ern Australia. The Governor’s Speech
also stated that 60 odd surveyors were in
the field. The member for York stated
to-day that a question was answered in
another place to the effect that there were
48. 1 reside in a town where two or
three surveyors who have been working
for the Government have suddenly found
that their work is done, and one, at ail
evenls, has nothing in hand at all. |
would like to know what is going to hap-
pen in another twelve or eightéen months
if the land settlement that members hope
for does not take place, and what is Lo
become of the thousands of people we
hope to see settled in the State——

The Minister for Lands: Do you wish
us to put the people away on the uncer-
tain limits of rainfall?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: No, but I point ont
unless we go qgn surveying and getfing
data ready for the settlers whom we hope
will arrive in two or three years, the work
will be all behind and we will not be able
to settle people as we desire. If we are
veducing our surveyors from (0 to 48,
perhaps in six months they will number
only 13 or 20, and how will we continue
the work of settling the people on these
millions of acres of land which we arve
lold we have? Tt appears to be a short-
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sighted policy if the Government are re-
dueing the number of surveyors in ihe
field.

The Minister for Lands: It can
only be done by putting them oui where
you constantly assure ws land shounld not
be thrown open owing io the risk of
failure.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Do I understand that
all the available agricultural lands worth
taking up under condilional purchase for
agrienltural purposes are finished?

The Minister for Lands: Not all.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Then why not put
the surveyors out in arveas where there is
an assurved rainfall?

The Minister for Lands: There are not
the same large areas of unsurveyed couun-
try in the good rainfall line now as there
were, You eannot go on snrveying and
have the land still nnsurveyed.

Mr, 8, STUBBS: T understand that
only five per cent. of the land has been
alienated from the Crown.

The Premier: Do not forget to add
‘what is in proeess of alienation, that is
far more than five per cent.

Mr, S. STUBBS: It seems we still have
large areas of land in assured rainfall
aveas, and I vepeat that I agree that
people should not be sent out on to land
where the rainfall is uncertain and where
it is more than 15 or 20 miles from an
existing or proposed railway line,

My, Taylor: There are plenty of Crown
lands still within the rainfall area to be
selected.

Ay, S. STUBBS: T shounld say tens of
thonsands of aerves.

The Premier: Neither of you seems i»
be very certain.

Mr. S. STUBBS: It is a poor look-out
for the policy we expect to see adopted
if the Premier does not kpew. No man
should take up less than a fhousand acres,
and I do not think two thousand is too
muclh for a family to make a living on.

The Premier: Tt depends where it is
situated.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I agree, bul most of
the land of the best quality in the agri-
eultural aveas has been taken up for 15
or 20 years.

The Premier: Then what are we going
to survey now?
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Mr. 8. STUBBS: The land that the
Premier means, I take it, is that worth
£7 or £8 an acre, and there is plenty of
that around York and Beverley.

The Premier: Yes, until we want to
buy it.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I am earnest in wmy
desire to see stopped trafficking in land
by persons whose only desire is to fleece
the legitimate farmer, but the Government
have made a big mistake.  Whether they
believe me or not, I cannot help it
The financial institutions of this State
began to look with suspicion on these
regulations, and I eonfess that as a busi-
ness man, having transactions with huu-
dreds of farners every year, I never asked
them whether all the conditions under
which they took up their land were actu-
ally complied with, because T thought any
sensible Government would not issue re-
gulations such as were issued and whieh
caused such unrest among business people
and the associated banks,

The Premier: As 2 business man, have
vou suffered from that regumlation up to
date?

Ar, S, STUBBS: 1 believe I have,

The Premier: You believe, you ought
toe know. .

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I am certain I have
in this respect: The seasonr being a bad
one, I had to give a large amount of
credit to farmers, snd in the fear that
some of the farmers might not care to
remain on their holdings if they had
another bad season, and I would bhe
saddled with a big lot of land which I
could not carry and for which the banks
would not finanee me even if the regula-
tions would allow me to hold it all,

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
the banks would have lent money if there
had been another bad season?®

Mr, 8. STUBBS: I believe a majority
of the financial institutions would have
stood by the farmers to a certain extent
and the storekeepers would have done sn
to a greater extent.

The Premier: The banks have never
stood behind the people when there has
been a bad season.

Mr, 8. STUBBS: In the Wagin distriet
the banks have stood by the people well.
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The Premier: The banks take less risk
than anybody.

Mr, S. STUBBS: I am glad to say 1
believe the Minister has not refused a
legitimate fransfer. It wounld have been
quite sufficient to look through every
transfer in the Lands Department and
make a proper inquiry to see if it were
legitimate or not. That would have been
sufficient instead of frightening people by
that famous manifesto on the 15th
October.

Mr. George: Infamous, I think.

Mr. S. STUBBS: The past season was
a bad one for everybody and in this eon-
nection I give greal credit to the Govern-
ment for the way they tackled the water
difficulty in the dry areas. In several
instances I know farmers were at their
wits ends for water for their families
and stock, and in every instance which
I know was brought under the notice of
the Government, steps were immediately
taken to serve these settlers with water,
and in many cases at sueh a low rate that
great credit must be given to the Gov-
ernment for that action. I would be want-
ing in my daty if I, in eriticising the
Government, did not give them eredit for
the work they did in supplying water
in the Great Southern district.

Mr. Underwood: Come right over here
and bring your chair.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: I have no desire to
do that. COne point, however, has struck
me foreibly; the Government have spent
hundreds of pounds a week in earrying
water along the Great Southern railway,
and within seventeen miles of Wagin
westward there are sheets of water a
eouple of miles long, 17 ehains in width,
and varying in depth to 30 feet, which
would supply the whole of the residents
from Beverley to Albany if we had no
rain for two years. Does not it seem ex-
traordinary that the Government have
spent five or six hundred pounds a week
since last November to earry water hun-
dreds of miles along the Great Southern
line when water is available within 17
miles of Wagin?

Mr.
there.

O'Loghlen: There is wo railway
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Mr. 8. STUBBS: No, but the money
has been spent and the cost of carrying
that water would have built a railway.

Mr. (’Loghlen: How ecould the Gov-
ernment tell what time the drought would
last?

Mr. 8, STUBBS: The quality of the
land is such that settlers have been theve
for 4) years aud have earted their pro-
duce 17 miles to the railway without a
murmar. They have been told that the
line would be built, but up to the present
that has never been done. Certainly Par-
liament two years ago passed a loan auth-
ovisation for the construction of a por-
tion of that line and the supply of mater-
ial, and the Premier in paying a visit to
that pavt of the State recently, traversed
the district I am speaking of, and pub-
licly declared that he conld not understand
why it had been allowed to remain with-
out a railway for so many years, and he
promised to bring in a Bill this session.
I congratulate the Premier on carrying
out the promise he made to a large and
representative gathering of farmers who
met bim at the Arthur River a few weeks
ago. The building of that line will save
the Government, in the case of another
dry season, thousands of pounds.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That is another charge against the
late Government,

Mr. S. STUBBS: They may not have
promised this partieular one, but they
carried out a great many other railways.
1 would, however, again eriticise the pres-
enl Government for saying that they
could only build 200 miles of rvailway an-
nually. If they are not able to baild
more, why not call tenders for the con-
struction of others; why not bunild 500
miles of railways annually? Tt could be
proved to the satisfaction of any Govern-
ment, if they could spare the time to bave
a look at these distriets, that a vast am-
ount of splendid country has in the past
been entirely neglected. The Labour Gov-
ernment who were in power several years
ago might just as ensily be charged with
neglecting this eountry as the late Gov-
ernment. What T want to emphasise is
that it seems a pity that in a young coun-
try like-this we are limiting onr railway
construetion to 200 miles a wvear. I take
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it that the party in power do not desire to
see contracls et for railway construction,
but if they eannot build more than 200
miles annually, surely we should go out-
side and give others the opporiunity of
doing some of this work.

Mr. Thomas: The 200 miles annually
is more than other Governments ever did.

Mr, 5. STUBBS8: I maintain that the
greater number of miles of railways that
are construeted in a young country like
this, the better it will be for the State,
and we should remember also that our
experience is that railways can be con-
structed for £1,500 per mile, while it eosts
nearly £1,000 per mile to make roads.
Tandoubtedly, therefore, railway construe-
" dion is cheaper, and if the Government
will submit several lines of railways over
and above those mentioned in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech, I will do my utmost to
assist in  passing them, provided, of
course, that they are put in hand without
delay and there 1s no dilly-dallying over
their construction. That is all I have to
say with regard to agrieultural lines.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : If you read the Governor’s Speech
you will find that three hundred miles of
railways were construeted last year.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Yes, and most of
them were built by contract, and if the
preseni Government ealled tenders they
-could easily build six hundred miles annu-
ally, Why not go on with these railways?
There is no justifieation for delaying their
construction. With regard to that por-
tion of the Governor's Speech dealing
with irrigation, I commend the Govern-
ment for the proposed huge seheme, the
object of whieh will be to supply water
for the purpose of intense enlture, Ti
seems to me o great pity that so much
money 1z sent out of the State for
dairy produce. One has only fo go
down to the South-West to see the beau-
tiful eountry there, and to learn that all
it requirves is water, I believe lnucerne
and fodder plants car be cultivated jost
as well, and quite as good a return seeured
as is obtained in the Eastern States. All
that is required is an energetic Minister
and eompetent staff of engineers to see
that the water seheme is carried out and

483

that the land is eut up into fair-sized hold-
ings and sold, not leased. 1 dv not think
the Government arve sincers with regard
to the non-alienation of Crown lands. 1
notice that there is no mention of it in
the Goyernor’s Speech and I hope we
shall not hear any more about it. At
present the Government will have suffi-
cient work to do to prevent the people
who are now on the land from
leaving it, and alse to carry out
those planks of their platform which they
mentioned on the hustings and leave the
non-alienation of Crown lands for some
future oceasion, The purchase of steam-
ers has exercised the minds of many mem-
bers of Parhament and a big majority of
the people of the State. I do not know
where the Government got their data from
which cansed them to think that the buy-
ing of steawners and trading in the North-
West was going to bring down the priee
of meat. I was under the impression, as
a business man, that the price of com-
modities was regulated by the law of sup-
ply and demand. Recently a prominent
buteher in town was asked by me the
price of beef and he told me that he eould
sell it at Bd. per pound.

Mr. Thomas: It has fallen alveady.

My, 8. STUBBS: I am speaking of a
few weeks ago, before the question of the
purchase of steamers was mentioned. 1
said to him that it seemed to me that it
was not an outrageous price. A represen-
tative of a butchering firm also told me if
T could let him have 500 fat sheep weigh-
ifig GO lbs., he would give me £1 a head
for them, and if they weighed 65 or 70
Ibs. he wounld give me 225, per head. Can
anyone tell me that the offer of that price
was due to the existence of a combine in
the North-West? A local butcher at
Narrogin has for some months been im-
porting his live beef from South Austra-
lia, and he told me that the cattle from
the North-West would not stand being
brought down in the hot season, and I
suppose he was right. I am not holding
a brief for any firm or combination of
hutchers, and if they have raised the
price of beef in the manner in which it
is said they have done, T am glad the Gov-
ernment are trying to break it down, but,
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as a business man, I have yet to learn
that the Government have inguired suffi-
ciently into the meat question and the
running of steamers in the North-West to
enable them to arrive at the conclusion
that that line of steamers will have the
effect of reducing the price of meat.

Hon., W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter) : You have not inquired into it if you
said you paid 6d. per pound.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I can produce an in-
voice to show that T bought it for 6d. n
pound, and it was beautiful meat too.

Mr, Lander: It ought to be possible to
buy North-West bheef at 3d.

Mr. S. STUBBS: If the hon. member
goes to-morrow morning te a buteher’s
shop that T can take him to, I can show
him exceedingly good beef which is being
sold at 5d. a pound. I suppose hon. mem-
bers will say that this is due to the pur-
chase of steamers by the Government.
That is ridienlous nonsense. I would like
to tell the Honorary Minister that ever
since 1 ean remember, and I was born in
the Warnambool district of Vietoria
where cattle aud sheep are grown, that
certain parts of a bulloek are worth 3d.
and 4d4. a pound more than the other
parts. LEven in New South Wales one
must pay 2d. and 3d. a pound more for
rump steak than for an ordinary joint.
T desive to see cheap meat for the people,
but T have yet to learn that the running
of steamers will have any appreciable
effect on it. On the contrary, T have every
reason to believe, that if proper accounts
are kept in connection with the running
of these steamers, we will find if the price
of meat is bronght down even to one half-
penny per pound extra taxation will have
to he imposed to assist in the npkeep of
the steamers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Is that what you are hoping will
be the result?

My, 8. STUBBS : That is what vou
witl find will he ihe result. I honestly
and truthfully helieve that the ranning of
thesze steamers will be a costly affair and
will not have the effeet that the Premier
and his Government anticipate. The Gov-
ernment have not gone deeply enough
into this question. The price of meat is
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affected by seasons and the quantify of
fat stoek available. In certain seasons
it is possible to bring down Kimberley
stoek at a fair price, but there are other
seasons when cattle will not travel. 1
undersiand that the reason that actuated
the Government in running steamers is
that they allege that a combine of but-
chers and :nstoralists is keeping up the
price of meat.

Mr. Heitmann : The Government al-
lege we are paying too much for meat.

Mr, 8. STUBBS: I maintain that the
present price of beef {o-day is not due to
what the Government allege, and that the
steamers will not have the efect which
is anticipated. The dry seasons in the
North-West districts have helped to in-
crease the price of meat and to make it
as dear as it has been this year.

The Premier : The season has been
all right in the Kimberleys.

Av, B. J. Stubbs: Has the hon. mem-
ber reacd the meat commission’s report?

Mr. 5. STUBBS: Yes.

8r. B. J. Stobbs: Do you not think
there was & conbination?

Mr. 8. STUBBS : But that was two
or three years ago,

The Premier : And they have strength-
cned sinee then.

Mr. S. STUBBS: From the informa-
tion I have had from the Press and from
hon. members who aught te knew, there
is no meat ring, and I helieve that cer-
tain butehers and pastoralists have lost
thousands of pounds for several years
running in connection with the meat in-
dustry. .

Mr. Green: And yet they keep gn-
ing.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I have had two
or three bad seasons in Wagin but T have
not been digscouraged; in faet, the whole
of my capital is in jeopardy at the pre-
sent moment, but I do not carrvy my heart
on my shirt cuffs. Hon. members seem
to think that if a business man has two
or three bad seasons he abandons the
husiness.

The Premier : The big men in the
meat ring have not lost money during
the last few vears.
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Mr. S. STUBBS : Yuill & Company
are alleged to have lost £30,000 or
£40,000 pounds in this State.

Mr, (reen: What a lot of money
they must have made before that.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : The company did
not make the money here; they made it
in other States.

My. B. J. Stubbs :
powerful for them.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : They had the besi
show of meai in their shop that was 1o
be seen in the city; in faet their win-
dows at all times would have done eredit
to any country,

The Premier: While they were getting
the meat from the South they were all
right.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : If Yuill & Co. did
not lose money why was it necessary
for them to close up? And, if they were
up against the meat ring, why was the
price of meal not reduced?

The Minister for Works : TYuill &
Company did reduce the price of meat;
very slightly, I admit.

Mr, 8, STUBBS: 1 am trying to
prove that the State is not undertaking
a profitable enterprise in entering into the
meat trade in the North-West.

The Premier : All we propose to do
is to run steamers to bring down stock.
Will you tell me why the people whe
are doing so well want to get out all of
a sudden and are falling over them-
selves?

Mre. S, S8TUBBS: Many of the
people who are said to make so much
mouey are inierested in stations and in
other properties and they make their
money in that way. At any rate, I con-
tend that the Government will nol at-
tain the ohject they have in view by
running steamers on the North-West
coast. I am perfeetly right in saying
that there was no violent hurry for the
Government te rush in and buy steamers
on the eve of the opening of Parliament,
and I maintain that an expendiiure of
hundreds of thousands of pounds, such
as this will amount to, should have been
brought before Parliament and facts and
figures put forward fo show that the
Government are on right lines.

The ring was too
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The Premier: You would not bring ar-
guments against your own pledges,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: No, I am not going
against my own pledges.

The Premier: But you pledged yourself
to do this,

Mr. 8. STUBBS: No.

The Premier: Your leader pledged you
then; he said he would buy a steamer.

Mr. Wisdom: But he qualitied it.

The Premier: No, he did not qualify it;
he said he wonld put on a steamer,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

My, S. STUBBS: Whether the Liberal
Government promised to do it or not,
even if they lLad proposed to undertake
this enterprise I would still stand up in
the House and say it should bhave been
done by Parliament and not by them.

The Premier: You should look through
their revords; they have been buying sta-
tions which Parliament has not been asked
to approve yet.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I desire to say that
I am entirely in aceord with the Govern-
ment policy in regard to edueation. If
any body of publie servants ave deserving
of assistance at the hands of the Govern-
ment and Parliament they are ihe men
and women who are endeavouring to teach
the young people of this State. To one
travelling through the agrieultural dis-
tricts—and I suppose it applies on the
goldfields with equal force—the disadvan-
tages these men and women work under
are patent at once. Their work deserves
the highest praise that the Legislature ean
give them, and that is by giving them the
best possible pay for the servieces they
render to this State. Tn conclusion, may
I again say that T hope the season wiil be
a prosperous one and that the Govern-
ment will not have a very big deficit, be-
cause if we have a big season I feel sure
that the present defieit will be wiped out.
I maintain that in a young country like
this we eould not expect to have a large
surplus at the end of a year sueh as we
have just experienced. The Government
have had a hard row to hoe, I admit, in
taking office at such an inopportune time
for them as regards the season, because
if ever there was a bad season in the agri-
cultural distriets of Western Australin it
was the last one. The Government have
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done good work in conneetion with water
supplies and many other things to help
the settler on the land, and I hope that
the Minister for Lauds, in his zeal to pro-
tect the public from land speculators, will
not desire to see those men wheo are on
the land lose their holdings, or forfeit
their land if they do not comply strietly
wiith every provision laid down in the
Aect,

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.23 pom.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By ihe Colonial Secretary: 1, Publie
Works Aect, 1902; by-laws regulating
traffic over the North Fremanile High
Level Bridge. 2, Roeads Aet, 1902, Special
by-law of the Black Range Road Board.
3, Annual report on Prisons for year end-
ing 31st December, 1911. 4, Plan show-
ing test bores at Fremantle Dock (asked
for by Hon. M. T. Moss),

MOTION — WONGAN HILLS-MCUL-
LEWA RAILWAY SELECT COM-
MITTEE.

Erxtended powers.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West): In the mo-
tion as handed to the Clerk yesterday, in

[COUNCIL.,

which Mr. Sommers moved for the ap-
poinfment of a select commitiee io en-
quire into the Wongan Hills-Mullewa rail-
way, no authority was given to the com-
mittee to adjourn from place to place.
I beg to move—

That the Commitlee appointed Ly this
lravourable House yesterday, to enquire
into the Wongen Hills-Mullewa rail-
way, be authorised to adjourn from
place to place,

The PRESIDENT: “Yhen I put the
motion to the House I ineluded these
words “from place to place,” but they
wete not on the paper that was handed to
the Clervk.

Question put and passed.

SUPILY—MINISTERTAL STATE-

MENT.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Dhrew): [ wish to make a state-
ment for the information of hon. mem-
bers so that they may vot be taken un-
awares. I propose to hold a sitling of
the House to-morrow in order to intro-
duce a Supply Bill, and I desire that it
shall be passed through all its stages to-
MEIrow.

Hon. M. L. Moss: Cannot you introduce
it to-day?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Con-
sequently, T think I should notify members
of the House beforechand. The abject of
the Bill is ta enable advances to be legally
made to departments to pay salaries and
wages per medium of field orders, and
also to make payments on behalf of other
Governments as requested, including the
Home Government, sueh as the payvment
of Imperial pensions, Previously, such
consent has never been obfained by our
predecessors, they have gone on and spent
the money, and practically it was illegal
expenditure, but everything we do we pro-
pose to do constitutionally, and with that
object in view, we will submit this Bill
to-morvow for consideration.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What are fleld
orders?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Field
orders are orders sent out for signature,
There is an amount of money for the Rail-
way Depariment, which may require



